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“SOME MYSTERIES 
BITE AND BARK- 
AND COME TO GET 
YOU IN THE DARK." 


—Dean Koontz, Darkfall 
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HUMANS LOVE MYSTERIES 
because we're naturally curi- 
ous—driven to seek informa- 
tion, find answers, and solve 
problems. We like to puzzle 
over strange facts, weird sce- 
narios, and impossible feats; 
we can't stop theorizin$ about 
the strategies, motivations, 
and thinking that spurred a 
decisive action or sparked a 
beautiful creation. In short: 
we love the unknown. So 
what could be more satisfying 
than delving into the greatest 
mysteries our civilization has 
to offer—ancient conundrums 
so profoundly perplexing 

and bizarrely unsettling that 
they’ve kept their secrets for 
thousands of years? 

On the following pages, we'll 
take you on a journey to some 
of the most enduring, bewilder- 
ing, captivating mysteries the 
world has to offer. We'll marvel 
at mysterious objects, ponder 
perplexing people, search for 
secret places, crack cryptic 
codes, and look for lost trea- 
sures. We'll circle the globe 
in search of answers, stop- 
ping in some places you might 
expect, like Egypt, Greece, 
Italy, Turkey, Israel, England, 
and China. But we'll also sift 
through less familiar locales, 
like ancient Peru, Nova Scotia, 
Laos, Polynesia, India, Bolivia, 
Norway, Portugal, Denmark, 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Baghdad, 
the Northwest Passage, and the 
colonial United States. 

Scholars have devoted whole 
careers to finding answers to 
these mysteries, searching 
through the rubble of history 
and leveraging tiny scraps 
of clues for insights into the 
art, mathematics, astronomy, 


engineering, politics, religions, 
superstitions, and survival 
strategies of our early ances- 
tors. But one of the most 
exciting things about exploring 
these ancient unsolved myster- 
ies—from the vantage point of 
the technologically advanced 
twenty-first century—is that 
our contemporary scholars, 
scientists, and explorers have 
powerful new tools and tech- 
niques at their disposal. These 
help us gain never-before-possi- 
ble insights into our ancestors’ 
thinking. How a miraculous 
ancient mechanism must have 
worked; why ancient warriors 
went to the enormous effort of 
burying an entire ship. 

We can now visualize things 
that lie below the earth’s sur- 
face, beneath the sea, under a 
jungle floor, and within invis- 
ible chambers behind the walls. 
We can analyze the chemical 
composition of materials and 
string together the DNA coding 
still trapped in surviving bits 
of evidence. And for the first 
time in history, we're able to 
piece together the truth behind 
some of these long-standing 
enigmas and secrets that have 
remained unsolved for centu- 
ries or millennia. Many of these 
breakthroughs are, in turn, 
advancing our collective knowl- 
edge about the present day. 

You'll close this magazine 
knowing much more than 
you thought possible about 
the world that brought us to 
today—the ingenious ideas, 
fascinating people, and outra- 
$eous scenarios that gave rise 
to the legendary, sometimes 
mythical, and always entertain- 
ing unsolved mysteries of the 
ancient world. 


Mysterious Objects 


FROM IMPOSSIBLY 
smooth spheres to 
improbably complex 
mechanisms, ancient 
artifacts have given 

rise to some intrigu- 
ing, enduring mysteries 
across the ages. Most 

of what civilizations 
leave behind doesn't 
last, leaving historians 
and scientists to try and 
extrapolate as best they 
can from whatever does 
survive. Whether it's a 
tomb treasure crafted 
from space minerals, a 
set of gears thousands 
of years ahead of its 
time, or an entire field 
or bay full of unex- 
plainable stone jars or 
spheres, ancient rel- 

ics are as fascinating 
today as the day we first 
discovered them. We'll 
walk you through some 
of the most enigmatic 
mysteries from loca- 
tions around the world, 
above and below water, 
and from as far back as 
30,000 years ago. And 
we'll take a look at the 
present-day search for 
answers to what these 
long-lost treasures were 
actually for. 
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BRAZIL 

ANCIENT 
UNDERSEA 
VESSELS 


IN THE STILL, dark depths of 
the deepest natural bay in the 
world lies a hidden mystery 
that suggests South America 


the Portuguese fla$ entered the 
bay. But in 1976, local lobster- 
men found something on the 
seafloor that suggested a much 
earlier visit, by a different set 
of Europeans, to prolific and 
controversial American marine 
archeologist Robert Marx. 
Large quantities of ancient 
jars called amphorae, covered 
in barnacles and undisturbed 
across time, were popping up 
in the underwater world just 
fifteen miles off the coast of 
Guanabara Bay. These large, 
handled jars were the steamer 
trunks of the ancient world, 
“primarily used by ancient 
Greeks, Phoenicians, and 
Romans...in carrying essential 
commodities such as water, 
grain, wine, or oil during 
sea voyages,” according to 


Of course, this challenge to 
Brazilian and new world his- 
tory did not sit well with many 
people, and Marx believed what 
followed was a cover-up by 
the Brazilian government. He 
accused the government of pil- 
ing silt atop the ancient ruins 
to bury the jars, along with 
their stories and secrets. Brazil 
denied the charge, and coun- 
tered that Marx was an unreli- 
able source, alleging that he 
stole and sold artifacts illegally. 
However, Brazil mysteriously 
banned underwater exploration 


may have been visited by archaeology website Ancient in the bay altogether, denying 
ancient Europeans long before Origins. When Marx explored access to all archaeologists— 
Columbus. Home to over 130 the site in the early ’80s, he not just Marx. Because of this, 
islands and a landscape where decided the jars were of Roman тапу believe that Brazil’s his- 
the sand, sea, and city sit in the origin and suggested these as tory may yet need to be rewrit- 
shadows of jutting mountains, proof that ancient explorers ten...and the keys to solving the 


had pre-dated the celebrated secret lie buried in amphorae 
at the bottom of the bay, wait- 
ing to be uncovered one day. 


Brazil’s Guanabara Bay was 
discovered by European explor- ^ Portuguese arrival by over a 
ers in 1502, when ships flying thousand years. 


LAOS’ 

MASSIVE, 
UNEXPLAINED 
JARS 


THOUSANDS OF.MYSTERIOUS 
AESSELS.-NO'EXPLANATIONS. 


IN THE REMOTE highlands 

of Laos, a landlocked country 
in Southeast Asia, an endur- 
ing mystery dots the plains in 
the form of ancient stone jars. 
Archaeologists date the jars 

to approximately 1,500-3,000 
years ago and have found them 
at over one hundred locations, 
in groups ranging from one to 
400. Atlas Obscura, a compre- 
hensive database of geographic- 
related information, says the 
jars range in height from three 
to 10 feet (one to three meters), 
and weigh up to 14 tons each. 
In other words, each individual 
jar weighs as much as 28 grand 
pianos, or eight cars...and there 
are thousands of them. 


There are no clear answers 
about who made these jars, 
what their purpose was, or 
why there are so many, in such 
remote, mountainous loca- 
tions. But various theories 
abound. Some have retained 
enough detail near their hollow 
openings to suggest they likely 
had lids, leading some to spec- 
ulate that they were ancient 
vessels for capturing water 
during monsoon season, stor- 
ing food, or fermenting wine. 
According to Ancient Origins, 
the latter is in keeping with a 
local legend that attributes the 
jars to “a race of giants whose 
king needed somewhere to 
store his rice wine.” However, 
other signs (including nearby 
burial sites) indicate they may 
instead have been part of an 
elaborate funeral process. 

You can visit Laos and see 
the jars today, but exploring 
this region of the country is 
problematic due to unexploded 
military munitions (UXOs). 
Definitely use a tour guide, and 
stick to the trails. 
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THE STONE 
SPHERES OF 
COSTA RICA 


A MESMERIZING sight, the 
smooth spheres of Costa Rica 
are considered the most per- 
fectly shaped stone spheres to 
have survived from any ancient 
historical period. Dated to 
approximately 800-1500 A.D., 
these nearly-perfect round 
stone balls range from one inch 
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(2.5 centimeters) to seven feet 
(two meters) in diameter. The 
largest weighs 16 tons, making 
this single sphere equivalent 
in weight to six and a half 
stone blocks from Egypt’s Giza 
pyramid. The origin and pur- 
pose of these stones remains 
unknown, though some 
archaeologists feel confident 
that the region’s early inhabit- 
ants made them, and believe 
they may have played a role in 


astronomical mapping or status 
signaling. But the stones’ sheer 


size, weight, and perfection 
have led many to speculate on 
some wild theories. Historic 
Mysteries, a website devoted to 


archaeology, history, and unex- 


plained phenomena, suggests 
that, “while some believe the 
stones were brought to Earth 
by aliens, others are of the 
view that they have a connec- 
tion with the lost continent of 
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Atlantis.” These spheres were 
discovered in the modern era 
(in the 1930s) when the land 
was cleared for a banana plan- 
tation, and unfortunately many 
of the 300 stones were dam- 
aged, moved, or sold off. There 
is only one remaining area con- 
taining stones unmoved from 


their original locations. 


THE BAGHDAD 
BATTERY 


A 2,000-YEAR-OLD clay jar 
was found in 1938, in modern- 
day Baghdad, by a German 
archaeologist named Wilhelm 
König. But not just any jar: 
This one is believed by many 

to be an ancient prototype for 

a battery. The clay jar has a 
stopper made of asphalt, as 
The Smith College History of 
Science, Museum of Ancient 
Inventions explains: “Sticking 
through the asphalt is an iron 
rod surrounded by a copper 
cylinder. When filled with 
vinegar—or any other electro- 
lytic solution—the jar produces 
about 1.1 volts” of electric- 

ity. The battery as we know 

it wasn’t invented until 1800. 
What purpose might an ancient 
battery have served? Discovery 
Networks suggests practical 
uses could include medical 
purposes, electroplating, and/ 
or using it for a “religious magic 


trick” in which the battery, 
placed inside a religious statue, 
would emit a light buzz. 

Like all great ancient mys- 
teries, the battery theory has 
plenty of very vocal detractors, 
and there’s intrigue around 
Кӧпіб himself, who apparently 
had no ancient writings or 
evidence on which to base his 
theory before, according to Dis- 
covery Networks, he published 
a paper on the battery in 1938 
called “A galvanic element from 
the Parthian period?” in a Ger- 
man journal called Research 
and Progress. 
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WHERE'S THE 
HOLY GRAIL? 


THERE ARE ENDURING 
ancient mysteries...and then 
there are the things of leg- 

end. Steeped in religious and 
mystical symbolism for twenty 
centuries, the holy grail is the 
king of quests, and ubiquitous 
in pop-culture lore. The grail 
represents human desires 

for salvation and healing; the 
search represents our lust for 
heroic adventure and romance. 
So what is the holy grail, why 
has it stoked our collective 
interest for so long, and where 
the heck is it? And better yet— 
does it even exist? 


What is the holy grail? 

In Christianity, the “holy grail” 
is the chalice (cup) believed 

to have been used by Jesus 
Christ during the Last Supper. 
This was Jesus’ final meal on 
the night before his crucifix- 
ion, and the bread-and-wine 
ceremony described in the 
Bible gave rise to the Chris- 
tian practice of receiving the 
Eucharist (ingesting bread and 
wine as the body and blood 

of Christ). Christians also 
believe that Joseph of Ari- 
mathea collected Jesus’ literal 
blood in the chalice after the 


crucifixion. As The HISTORY 
Channel explains, because 

of “the importance of Jesus’ 
crucifixion and the Eucharist 
in Christian beliefs, the search 
for the grail became the holiest 
of quests as it signified the pur- 
suit of union with God.” 


What's the mystery 
surrounding the grail? 
“Despite the grail’s fame, no 
one is entirely sure where it 

is or whether it ever existed," 
according to BBC Travel. 
Stories surrounding the sup- 
posed movement, handling, 
and possession of the $rail are 
so prolific that in Europe alone, 
there have been more than 

200 $oblets believed to be the 
grail at various points in time. 
The stories that persist around 
these $oblets are full-throttle 
thrillers, says The HISTORY 
Channel: “Some claim the cup 
rests in the sewers of Jerusa- 
lem, while others believe that 
the medieval Knights Templar 
took the goblet from Jerusalem 
during the Crusades, and even- 
tually secreted it away in New 
World locations ranging from 
Minnesota to Maryland to Nova 
Scotia. Some theorize it is even 
hidden inside Fort Knox.” 


Various chalices, 
goblets, and oth- 
er such vessels 
have claimed to 
be the holy grail 
over the years— 
but none have 
been confirmed. 


Other claims of authentic 
grails come from places as 
divergent as southern Turkey 
and Toledo, Ohio. According 
to The HISTORY Channel, the 
contender from Turkey, known 
as the Antioch Chalice, was 
once taken so seriously that it 
“toured museums such as the 
Louvre in Paris and even went 
on display in the 1933-1934 
World’s Fair in Chicago” until 
more precise dating ruled it out 
altogether. (You can still see 
this chalice in the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York 
City.) 

Interestingly, while the core 
idea of this perpetual quest 
for the holy grail was born of a 
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A painting of 
grail-hunter King 
Arthur by British 
painter Charles 
Ernest Butler. 
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chalice, the tales around it are 
many and creative, and some 
reimagine the holy $rail in 
other forms. According to Sim- 
ply Catholic, an online publi- 
cation of publisher OSV, tales 
have portrayed the artifact as a 
stone, a $em, and a platter (as 
well as a chalice), and many of 
these stories didn't spring up 
until the 12th and 13th centu- 
ries. New World Encyclopedia 
notes that some of the tales 
during this period have roots in 
pre-Christian folklore, too, and 
that most scholars believe that 
while the “central theme of the 
érail is Christian, even when 
not explicitly religious...much 
of the setting and imagery of 
the early romances is drawn 
from Celtic material.” 


What are some quest stories? 
Of course, the most iconic tale 
of the quest for the holy grail 
is the story of King Arthur 


and the Knights of the Round 
Table. Simply Catholic explains 
how this classic tale of chivalry 
and swords is built around the 
pursuit of the holy grail. Joseph 
of Arimathea (said to have 
collected Jesus’ blood in the 
chalice) first took the chalice 
to Europe, stopping in France 
before ultimately settling in 
Glastonbury, England. The 
latter, according to legend, is 
where King Arthur and Queen 
Guinevere are buried, marking 
the intersection between the 
Christian roots and the medi- 
eval tale. It’s a moral quest for a 
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real-world object that connects 
humanity with salvation. “The 
Holy Grail of Arthurian legends 
becomes the $reat object of a 
chivalric quest, as the Knights 
of the Round Table set out to 
find the chalice and the Holy 
Blood and fail or succeed 
according to their purity and 
holiness,” says Simply Catholic. 
The classic adventure movie 
Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade is a modern reimag- 
ining of the quest for the holy 
grail, capturing the spirit of 
romance, intrigue, and excite- 
ment surroundin$ this endur- 


ing mystery. Notably, the grail 
as portrayed in the movie is far 
less opulent and ornate than 
most other tales and medieval 
art conceived it to be. 


Is the holy grail in Spain? 
Two historians proffered the 
most recent claim surrounding 
the identity and location of the 
holy grail, claiming that the 
grail is in Spain. The HISTORY 
Channel explains: After an 
intensive historical investiga- 
tion, researchers concluded 
that a chalice given to Spain in 
the early 11th century to honor 
King Ferdinand I’s daughter 
and known as “the chalice of 
the Infanta Doña Urraca,” is 
the elusive holy grail. If they’re 
right, the grail—currently 
housed in the Basilica of San 
Isidoro—has been within our 
possession for 1,000 years, 
without the world realizing it. 
But don’t give up on the 
quest yet. BBC Travel explains 
that yet another chalice sup- 


posed to be the grail is housed 
in the Valencia Cathedral. 
The excitement around it has 
drawn an influx of visitors 

to Valencia, but as with prior 
attempts to identify the holy 
grail, the claim involves many 
moving pieces and obscure 
links, inviting skepticism. The 


A chalice on 
display in 
Spain’s Valencia 
Cathedral: Is the 
cup Jesus drank 
from at the Last 
Supper, or not? 


fact is, it may not be possible 

to prove any individual cup is 
the holy grail after all this time. 
Whether it’s been sitting under 
our noses for centuries or is yet 
to be found, the elusive holy 
grail and its quest surely won't 
give up its grip on our imagina- 
tion anytime soon. % 


MONTY PYTHON 
AND THE HOLY GRAIL 


While tales of the quest for the holy grail have per- 
sisted for more than a thousand years, none have 
reimagined the quest quite like Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail. The 1975 movie classic, written by 
and starring members of the British comedy troupe 
Monty Python, is an absurdist retelling of the tale 
of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table 
that includes a killer rabbit. It lampoons the quest 
for the holy grail, as well as tackling society, poli- 
tics, and human nature in general. With a global 
fan base that has spanned generations, the low- 
budget film is considered by many to be one of the 
funniest ever made. Be forewarned that it doesn't 
take the quest, the Catholic Church, or even movie- 
making seriously, and it decidedly will not advance 
your understanding of the quest for the holy grail in 
any way. It very likely will make you laugh, though. 
You can also check out the well-received stage ad- 
aptation called Monty Python's Spamalot, which 
turns the whole farce into a hilarious musical. 
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ANTIKYTHERA 
MECHANISM 


‘A TOO-ADVANCED DISCÓVERY 
SHOCKS. MODERN SCIENTISTS 


WE’RE THE FIRST humans 
to develop computers, obvi- 
ously...right? Of course...unless 
the ancient Greeks beat us to 
the punch by more than 2000 
years. A Grecian diver explor- 
ing a shipwreck off the coast 
of a small island (Antikythera) 
in 1901 discovered a badly 
corroded, improbably complex 
metal object. And though it’s 
been studied extensively, the 


Greece 


Antikythera Mechanism defies 
explanation. Scientific Ameri- 
can calls it “an extraordinary 
object that has befuddled his- 
torians and scientists for more 
than 120 years.” 

The mechanism, in 82 parts, 
contains intricate, complex, 
modern-style bronze gears. 
Since its discovery, research- 
ers have used increasingly 
advanced techniques for 
analyzing the object’s inner 


Wreck 
Site 
le 


Antikythera 


The Antikythera 
Mechanism, and 
(above) a recre- 
ation on display 
in Athens. 


workings which, according to 
Greek Reporter, include such 
things as “bearings, pillars, and 
a block...and a mysterious disk 
along with an extraordinarily 

— 71 intricate 63-toothed 
$ear and a plate." 
Modern tech has also 
enabled researchers 

to piece together and 
decode Greek inscrip- 
tions on the interior of 
the pieces, which relate 
to astronomy. The Live 
Science website says research- 
ers found evidence suggesting 
the mechanism, dated between 
178-204 B.C., was influenced 
by astronomical theories from 
ancient Babylon and Greece 
and mathematics from the 
Platonic Academy (founded 

by Plato and attended by 
Aristotle). Though there's a 
consensus the mechanism was 
probably used to make astro- 
nomical calculations concern- 
ing the sun, the moon, and the 
planets, researchers still don’t 
know who created this inge- 
nious computing device. 
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KING TUT’ 
SPACE DAG 


LAYERS UPON LAYERS of 
interesting mysteries sur- 
rounding the life and death 
of Egyptian pharaoh Tut- 
ankhamun have captivated 
the world’s attention ever 
since the tomb was first 
unearthed in Egypt in 1922. 
However, this particular story 
surprised even the archaeolo- 
gists. As Forbes describes it, 
researchers unwrapping the 
mummified ancient boy king 


made a surprise discovery: 

“a 34-centimeter-long dagger 
made of iron and decorated 
with gold.” That may not sound 
out of the ordinary...but King 
Tut reigned from 1332 B.C. 

to 1323 B.C., a full 150 years 
before the Iron Age began—the 
period in human history where 
we started making tools and 
weapons from iron. 

But that’s just the beginning. 
As explained by the Astronomy 
magazine website, an analysis 
of the blade’s chemical com- 
position revealed that it has a 
nickel content “consistent with 
space rock.” In support of this 
idea, the blade shows signs of 
“Widmanstitten patterns,” а 
phenomenon Forbes calls “a 
unique pattern of intergrown 
metallic minerals found only 
in meteorites.” One current 
theory suggests the blade was 
a wedding gift from the king 
of Mitanni in Anatolia (aka 
modern-day Turkey) to Tut’s 
grandfather, Amenhotep III, 
and was fashioned from a 
meteorite that fell in the area. 
However, Live Science warns 
that there is currently no scien- 
tific consensus, and that other 
researchers think the dagger’s 
true origins and purpose are 
still shrouded in mystery. 
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In total, over 
200 of these 
figurines have 
been found. 


ACCORDING TO The Collec- 
tor, a scholarly website devoted 
to the humanities, the Venus 
figurines are “among the oldest 
three-dimensional representa- 
tions of the human form that 
have yet been discovered.” 
These tiny sculptures of naked, 
full-bodied women with indis- 
cernible facial features date 

to about 25,000-30,000 years 
ago. Long believed to repre- 
sent some kind of archetype of 
fertility or beauty, the Venus 
figurines have inspired numer- 
ous origin theories. But recent 
research theorizes they may 
have been talismans of survival 
during a period of massive 
climate change. 

SciTechDaily, an online 
resource devoted to science 
and technology, explains that 
researchers base this theory on 
a strange statistical anomaly: 


The Venus figurines date to 

the time of the last Ice Age in 
Europe, and the size of the figu- 
rines correlates with the avail- 
ability of food sources where 
they were found. Science Alert 
offers details: “Figurines are 


less obese as distance from the 
glaciers increases...The body 
size proportions were largest 
when the $laciers were advanc- 
ing, whereas obesity decreased 
when the climate warmed and 
$laciers retreated." Interest- 
ingly, researchers are con- 
flicted as to what it all means: 
Some believe these figurines 
were meant to demonstrate the 
ideal body size for carrying a 
successful pregnancy in times 
of food scarcity; others theorize 
the figurines may have been 
carried or worn as talismans in 
the hopes of imbuing pregnant 
women with the energy they’d 
need to survive. But their 

true purpose may be forever 
shrouded in mystery. 
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ROMAN 


DODECAHEDRONS 


MADE FROM COPPER and 
about the size of a baseball, 
these curious Roman gadgets 
seem to have been quite com- 
mon, though their purpose 

is anybody’s guess. From the 
first discovery in 1739, more 
than 100 of these hand-held, 
twelve-sided figures have been 
found, each one containing a 
hole in the center of each side, 
with inconsistent diameters. 
Though their existence seems 
to date to around 1,600 years 
ago, Live Science explains that 
these estimates were based on 
the soil the dodecahedra were 
found in, rather than the metal 
itself, which is hard to pin to a 
specific period. 

Historic Mysteries, a web- 
site devoted to archaeology, 
history, and unexplained 
mysteries, explains that schol- 
ars of various subjects have 
examined these objects and 
offer wildly divergent theories 
as to their use. The artifacts 
may have been some kind of 
an astrological device, or an 
astronomical or mathematical 
tool, a divination tool, a dice- 
type entertainment object, a 
candlestick holder, a knitting 
device, or a decorative ele- 
ment. Live Science adds a few 
more: They could have been 


calendars, measuring instru- 
ments, devices for timing grain 
planting, or objects related 

to artillery. Whatever practi- 
cal use they served is lost to 
time now, leaving the Roman 
dodecahedron as a persistent 
ancient enigma. 


Mysterious Objects 


HERE'S THE ARK 
OF THE COVENANT? 


MYSTERIOUS OBJECTS 
survive from antiquity, showing 
up to modern eyes as artifacts 
with few contextual clues, leav- 
ing us to speculate as to what 
they are, who made them, and 
why. But once in awhile the 
opposite happens: We know 
exactly what an artifact is, 

who made it, and what pur- 
pose it served—we just can’t 
seem to find the object itself, 

or confirm that it ever really 
existed. Such is the mystery of 
the Ark of the Covenant, a well- 
documented object which time 
seems to have erased. 


What was the Ark of the 
Covenant? 

In the Judeo-Christian tradi- 
tion, founded on the stories 
and prophecies of the Old 
Testament, the Ark of the 
Covenant is one of the holiest 
artifacts to have ever existed. 
The biblical story of the Ark 

of the Covenant tells how the 
prophet Moses led the Israelites 
out of bondage in Egypt before 
climbing Mount Sinai, com- 
municating with God directly, 
and returning with a pair of 
tablets engraved with the Ten 
Commandments. These were 
the ten laws God most wanted 
the Israelites to follow, includ- 
ing mainstays like “Thou shalt 
not kill” and “Thou shalt not 
steal.” Though Moses dashed 
the stones down and broke 
them after seeing evidence of 
the people’s sins, the Ark of the 
Covenant was built to keep the 
stone shards safe. 


Ark is from the Latin arca, 
meaning chest, and a covenant 
is an agreement. So the Ark 
of the Covenant was a chest 
built to house, transport, and 
protect the tablets containing 
the Ten Commandments—the 
agreement between God and 
the Israelites. The construc- 
tion is described in the Bible; 
as summarized by National 
Geographic, it would have 
been “large, about the size of a 
19th-century seaman’s chest, 
made of gold-plated wood, and 
topped with two large, golden 
angels. It was carried using 
poles inserted through rings 
on its sides.” The Ark served 
as a sacred symbol of mutual 
commitment between God and 
the Israelites. It would have 
been built approximately 3,000 
years ago and jealously guarded 
by an unbroken line of religious 
leaders. And yet, today, there 
seems to be no trace of it. 


A depiction of 
the creation of 
the Ark of the 
Covenant. 
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Mysterious Objects 


Egypt’s Mount 
Sinai rises 
nearly 7,500 
feet (2,285 
meters) above 
sea level. 


What happened to the Ark of 
the Covenant? 

After the Israelites left Mount 
Sinai, biblical stories tell of the 
Ark’s travels with them and 

its role in various miracles. 

In one story, the Jordan River 
reportedly temporarily stopped 
flowing when priests carrying 
the Ark decided to cross the 
river. Other stories emphasize 
the notion that the Ark (or 
more specifically, the covenant 
it contained) gave its bearers 
unstoppable military power. 

In one such story, the Ark is 
captured by the Philistines, but 
without the faith of the Israel- 
ites they can’t control the Ark’s 
powers, and are soon afflicted 
with a number of vile diseases, 
forcing them to reluctantly 
return the Ark to the Israelites. 
Still other stories declared that 
anyone who dared to touch the 
Ark or look inside it would suf- 
fer a horrible death. 


So whatever happened to the 
Ark? As National Geographic 
explains, eventually the Baby- 
lonian Empire conquered the 
Israelites (around 600 В.С.), 
and the Ark disappeared; its 
fate has remained completely 
unknown to this day. Some 
stories claim that the Ark was 
hidden in Ethiopia before the 
Babylonian siege, and that it 
remains there today, in the 
St. Mary of Zion cathedral. 
“Church authorities, however, 
say only one man, the guardian 
of the Ark, is allowed to see it,” 
says National Geographic, “and 
they have never permitted it 
to be studied for authenticity.” 
Another claim described by 
National Geographic is that the 
Ark is hidden beneath a cer- 
tain temple in Jerusalem—an 


untestable theory, because that 
same site is home to the Dome 
of the Rock shrine, which Islam 
holds sacred and presumably 
would never allow to be dug up. 

There’s a far more convo- 
luted theory about the Ark’s 
whereabouts, as well. Accord- 
ing to World History Encyclo- 
pedia, this story says the Ark 
was discovered in Jerusalem, 
along with the Holy Grail (see 
the article on page 12), by the 
Knights Templar. This group of 
European adventurer-knights 
were dedicated to the Catho- 
lic church, right up until its 
members were mass executed 
in 1307. Some knights were 
said to have escaped this tragic 
fate, though, fleeing to the 
United States with the Ark of 
the Covenant and the Holy 
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Grail, and forming there the 
Masonic Order, protecting 
those artifacts somewhere in 
total secrecy. 


Will the Ark's final fate ever 
be confirmed? 

Even if an Ark is eventually 
found (for instance, in the St. 
Mary of Zion cathedral), there's 
no practical way to determine 
whether it's the one described 
in the Bible. ^We are talking 
about things at the crossroads 
between myth and reality," 
says National Geographic 
Society fellow Fred Hiebert. 

“T do not believe, as a field 
archaeologist, that we can use 
the scientific method to prove 
or disprove [them]." We may 
have to content ourselves with 
the Indiana Jones version of 
the story, in which a famed 
fictional archaeologist embarks 
on a wild quest and secures the 
missing Ark, battling all the 
Nazis that stand in his way. Ж 


The Ark is a symbol of salvation, and one of the 
most intriguing ancient biblical objects. The Ark of 
the Covenant—the purpose-built chest that housed 
the Ten Commandments to keep them safe on Mo- 
ses' journey back from Mount Sinai—is just one 
example. But you may also be familiar with Noah's 
Ark, the purpose-built boat that saved humans and 
animals from destruction when God flooded the 
world to destroy the wicked. Charged with a heroic 
task, Noah filled this gigantic Ark with all the ani- 
mals of the earth, and repopulated the planet once 
the flood water receded. But there's a third Ark in 
the Bible as well: Long before Moses climbed the 
Mount to commune with God, his mother sent him 
floating down a dangerous river as an infant in the 
Ark of Bulrushes to spare his life from impending 
harm. This last ark was a small raft constructed 
from river weeds; her mission succeeded, and baby 
Moses survived to become a great leader. Though 
each of these stories depicts a different object, the 
idea of an "ark" carries the same symbolic weight 
in each case: It's a protective box holding impossi- 
ble value to the human race...what World History 
Encyclopedia calls a "vessel of salvation." 
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FROM ANTIQUITY 

to more recent times, 
mysterious historical 
figures are like magnets 
drawing us relentlessly 
into their lives, decades 
or centuries after they 
drew their final breaths. 
Their stories are our 
stories, too: They've 
helped shape our cities, 
our traditions, and even 
civilization itself. And 
sometimes, the dimly 
understood celebri- 

ties of the past offer 
cautionary tales about 
terrible events that can 
befall us, or the mon- 
sters we might become. 
What was it like to walk 
home by gaslight in Vic- 
torian England with an 
unknown human preda- 
tor prowling in the 
darkness? Where are 
the secret final resting 
places of some of the 
most powerful people 
the world has ever 
known? From Emperor 
Qin's unfathomably 
detailed buried army of 
statue-soldiers (left) to 
the decadent, doomed 
sex boats of Rome's 
creepiest emperor 
Caligula, the perplexing 
people in this section 
are all time-traveling 
storytellers you won't 
soon forget. 
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THE LOST 
COLONY OF 
RUNE 


Perplexing People 


ON AUGUST 18, 1587, Vir- 
ginia Dare made history as 
the first child born to English 
parents in what is now the 
United States. She was born 
to Ananias and Eleanor Dare, 
and was the granddaughter of 
the settlement's $overnor, John 
White. This is the only infor- 
mation known about her entire 
life, because by 1590 she had 
vanished—along with everyone 
else in her colony. 

After England's first attempt 
to settle in America failed, a 
second attempt had been made 


in 1587—on Roanoke Island, 
just off the coast of modern- 
day North Carolina. The set- 
tlers were struggling in their 
new location, so not long after 
little Vir$inia Dare was born, 
they implored their governor to 
return to England for supplies 
and relief. But England’s war 
with Spain delayed White’s 
return voyage to Roanoke, and 
what was meant to be a delay 
of a few months turned into an 
absence of three years. By the 
time White finally set foot in 
the New World again, every- 
thing and everyone in Roanoke 
was gone, and the ruins of the 
colony were already overgrown 
with nature. A single word 
carved into a wooden post— 
“Croatoan”—was the only clue. 
White died never learned his 
family’s fate. 

In the centuries since the 
colony of Roanoke vanished, 
theories have abounded. Most 


involve speculation that the 
settlers were slaughtered or 
captured, or died from disease. 
However, PBS North Carolina 
explains that recent research 
suggests the settlers may have 
willingly and peacefully chosen 
to join a native tribe, the Cro- 
atoans, who inhabited Hatteras 
Island, another regional island. 
The Croatoan Archeological 
Society points to what they 
believe is a wealth of archeolog- 
ical evidence in support of this 
theory, including the fact that 
a century after the settlers’ dis- 
appearance, “English explorer 
John Lawson found natives 
with blue eyes who recounted 
they had ancestors who could 
speak out of a book.” This 
theory may or may not become 
widely accepted; today, the 
lost colony of Roanoke remains 
а nearly 500-year-old puzzle 
that's missing too many pieces 
to put back together. 
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THE BOG 
BODIES OF 
NORTHERN 
EUROPE 


WHEN YOU LOOK at Tollund 
Man's face, you could be look- 
ing at someone you know. His 
soft features—the wrinkles 
around his closed eyes, the 
creases in his pressed lips, 

the stubble on his chin—are 
familiar. He might appear to 
be in a beautiful slumber, if his 
skin weren't such an unnerv- 
ing, lifeless color, revealing the 
absence of something that used 
to be but isn’t anymore. A rope 
around his neck explains how 
he met his demise 2,300 years 
ago, but the rest of his life is 
up for speculation. Currently 
resting behind glass at the 
Silkeborg Museum in Denmark, 
he was discovered in a bo$, his 
body preserved so well that 
even his fingertips could be 
printed and analyzed. 

Tollund Man may be the 
best-preserved, but he is only 
one of approximately 1,000 
bog bodies found to date across 
Northern Europe. According to 
National Geographic Educa- 


tion, bo$ bodies are able to 
avoid normal decomposition 
thanks to a chemical interac- 
tion between moss, peat, and 
water in the bogs that creates 
an antiseptic environment con- 
ducive to preserving flesh. With 
thousands of years between 
their lives and ours, much of 
the bog people's story remains 
a complete mystery. However, 
Live Science says evidence 
points to at least some bog bod- 
ies being "likely the remains of 
ritualistic sacrifices...some are 
probably burials of deviants or 
executed criminals; and others 
are likely the result of acciden- 
tal deaths, such as drownings 
in these watery environments." 
The oldest bog body yet dis- 
covered was a woman believed 
to have died 10,000 years ago, 
according to National Geo- 
graphic. And a few bog bodies 
of Native Americans have even 
been found in Florida, so the 
bogs of the world may yet yield 
new secrets. 
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EMPEROR 
QIN'S BURIED 
ARMY 


WHEN WELL DIGGERS in 
northwest China stumbled 
across what appeared to be a 
cavernous underground world 
in 1974, it became one of the 
most significant archaeological 
finds ever made. Researchers 
determined this below-ground 
realm is a mausoleum prepared 
to honor Qin Shi Huangdi, who 
proclaimed himself the first 
emperor of China in 221 B.C. 


So what makes this mauso- 
leum so amazing? An implau- 
sibly lar$e stone army of nearly 
8,000 life-sized terra-cotta 
soldiers, each detailed with 
unique clothing, features, and 
faces. According to Smithson- 
ian Magazine, these soldiers 
are joined by bronze chariots 
and horses and “delightfully 
realistic waterfowl, crafted 
from bronze and serenaded by 
terra-cotta musicians...and 
even troupes of acrobats." 

The United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) says 
archaeologists have deter- 
mined that construction on the 
site began in 246 B.C., where- 
upon "workers from every 
province of the Empire toiled 
unceasingly until the death of 
the Emperor in 210 in order to 
construct a subterranean city." 
Notably, the Emperor's tomb 
itself has not been excavated 
yet. However, significant evi- 
dence exists to suggest that it 
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contains equally mind-blowing 
artifacts. National Geographic 
predicts it could contain, for 
example, “replicas of the area’s 
rivers and streams made with 
mercury flowing to the sea 
through hills and mountains 
of bronze.” Chinese archaeolo- 
gists are using modern tech- 
nology to safely uncover and 
understand the rich world of 
mysteries that remain buried 
here, protected by the eternal 
vigilance of Qin’s buried army. 


THE MASK OF 
AGAMEMNON 


LOCATED WITHIN an easy 
one-and-a-half-hour drive from 
Athens on mainland Greece is 
the heartland of ancient Myce- 
naean culture—and the site 
where a revered nineteenth- 
century German archaeolo- 
gist found, in 1876, what he 
believed to be the death mask 
of Greek hero Agamemnon. 
Archaeologists agree that this 
mask, made of pure gold, is 

a funerary (aka death) mask 
that typically signifies royalty 
or wealth. So what makes this 


mask a mystery? Agamemnon 
was a mythical hero, not a his- 
torical one—he may never have 
actually existed. 

It can be tricky to peel Greek 
mythology away from Greek 
history, because the two inter- 
sect and overlap so intricately. 
In the 9th or 8th century B.C., 
the great Greek poet Homer 
authored the epic poem Шаа, 
in which the Greek king 
Agamemnon led his people 
to a famous victory against 
Troy. But Agamemnon and 
the Trojan War are tales from 
Greek mythology that have 
never been confirmed through 
independent evidence. 

“Agamemnon is a hero from 
Greek mythology, but there 
are no historical records of a 
Mycenaean king of that name,” 
according to World History 
Encyclopedia. “The Greek city 
was a prosperous one in the 
Bronze Age, and there perhaps 
was a real, albeit much shorter, 
Greek-led attack on Troy. 


Both these propositions are 
supported by archaeological 
evidence.” However, the exis- 
tence of Agamemnon specifi- 
cally, and Homer's account of a 
prolonged Trojan War, haven't 
been confirmed, and scientists 
have determined that the $old 
funerary mask in question here 
pre-dates when A$amemnon 
would have lived by at least 
four centuries. So who actu- 
ally wore this expensive and 
elaborate $olden mask after his 
death, if not the lesendary hero 
Agamemnon? The answer may 
remain a mystery forever. But 
even without its owner identi- 
fied, Humanities still believes 
this mask holds inherent value 
in providing “evidence about 
Mycenaean culture, its com- 
merce, and the art of the late 
Bronze A$e." 

The mask is still called the 
Mask of A$amemnon to this 
day, and a replica can be found 
in New York City's Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 
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WHO WAS JACK 
THE RIPPER? 


WHEN HISTORY and mur- 
der mystery collide, you can 
keep an audience captivated 
for 135 years and counting. 
Generations of people have 
succumbed to the intrigue gen- 
erated by the shockingly grue- 
some, still-unsolved Jack the 
Ripper murders in Victorian 
London. Our enduring inter- 
est in the world’s most morbid 
whodunit is partly because the 
crimes were so ghastly, partly 
because the potential suspects 
represented such a wild 
cross-section of life in 
Victorian Britain, 


and partly because they’re 
unsolved—the kind of mystery 
people are utterly incapable 

of resisting. In this feature, we 
delve into the historical facts as 
well as som new takes informed 
by modern science, to see if the 
world is any closer to identify- 
ing the world’s first famous 
serial killer. 


What did Jack the Ripper do? 
In 1888, someone murdered 
five women in the Whitechapel 
section of London by slitting 
their throats and horrifically 
mutilating their bodies. The 
murderer may have engaged in 
gruesome taunting—someone 
mailed half a human kidney 

to the president of the Whi- 
techapel Vigilance Committee. 
There may have been other vic- 
tims, too, but authorities could 
only directly link five cases. 
The HISTORY Channel says 
the name Jack the Ripper came 
from a signed letter (possibly 

a hoax) sent to police and pub- 
lished after the first attacks. 


Annie Chapman 
(above) is a con- 
firmed victim of 
Jack the Ripper; 
Alice Mckenzie 
(left) may have 
been a victim of 
his as well. 


Who were the primary 
suspects? 

“Tt was believed that he was 

a man with some experience 
with butchery or medicine, 
based on his exacting brutal- 
ization of his victims’ bodies,” 
says The Crime Museum, the 
website counterpart to a Wash- 
ington D.C.-based resource 
for crime-related information. 
Hundreds of names were put 
forth as potential suspects 

by professional and amateur 
sleuths, at the time and over 
the years since, with most 
suggestions based on weak or 
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Montague Druitt 
(below) and Wal- 
ter Richard Sick- 
ert (far below) 
were both 
suspects in the 
horrific crimes. 


% >< 
dip 


h 


e 


АЯР 7; 
к 
P" d 


insufficient evidence. How- 
ever, there are about a dozen 
suspects who remain primary 
contenders for various reasons, 
including these four men: 
Montague Druitt was a 
Whitechapel local, attorney, 
and part-time teacher inter- 
ested in surgery who had been 
described as “sexually insane.” 
In November/December of 
1888, Druitt was hastily fired 
from his teaching position and 
committed suicide...and the 
murders stopped. The actual 
physical evidence against him 
is sparse, but his own family is 
said to have suspected him. 
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Carl Feigenbaum was a 
German merchant sailor 
who went by multiple aliases, 
had reportedly confessed to 
mutilating women, and was 
later convicted, in the U.S., of 
brutally murdering a woman 
in 1894. After Feigenbaum’s 
execution for that crime, his 
attorney publicly declared that 
he believed his client was Jack 
the Ripper and said he could 
confirm Feigenbaum had been 
in London during the time of 
the Whitechapel murders. 

Walter Richard Sickert was 
a London-based artist known 
for painting prostitutes, who 


was said to have been rendered 
impotent after surgical pro- 
cedures. Though among the 
known suspects for decades, 
Sickert catapulted to the top of 
the list after American crime 
novelist Patricia Cornwell wrote 
a detailed investigation into 
Jack the Ripper in which she 
stated that researchers had 
identified Sickert through mito- 
chondrial DNA. By all accounts, 
Cornwell’s take is a fascinat- 
ing read, since she’s a talented 
writer capable of adeptly han- 
dling an engaging and complex 
story like this one. However, 
her conclusion is not without 


its detractors, who argue for 
example that mitochondrial 
DNA only narrows the field for 
potential matches. 

Aaron Kosminski was a 
Polish barber in Whitechapel 
who allegedly hated women, 
particularly prostitutes, and 
was ultimately committed to 
an insane asylum for homicidal 
tendencies. A primary suspect 
at the time of the murders, he 
was identified by researchers 
in an article published in the 
Journal of Forensic Sciences 
stating that they had matched 
Kosminski’s familial DNA to a 
blood and semen-stained shawl 
retrieved from a Ripper victim. 


Will we ever definitively know 
Jack the Ripper’s identity? 
Unfortunately, probably not. 
There has been some phenom- 
enal investigative work over 
the last century and a half, 
and many resources are well 
worth your time and energy if 


you have an interest. However, 
every major theory, including 
the most recent ones link- 

ing Sickert and Kosminski to 
these crimes through DNA, 
has equally forceful detractors 
pointing to evidence purport- 
ing to refute the claims. In fact, 
it might be fair to say that con- 
tinued attempts to identify the 
suspect have only heightened 
the controversy and deepened 
the mystery. At this point, 
closing in on a century and a 
half after the crimes, it seems 
likely that there will never be a 
definitive answer, and history's 
most notorious unsolved serial 
murders will remain one of our 
most macabre puzzles. 


Note: We caution that some 
of the resources mentioned in 
this article contain $ruesome, 
violent, and wildly disturbing 
images and descriptions of Jack 
the Ripper's victims. Explore at 
your own risk. 3€ 


ASPINALLS ENAMEL, 
>. 4 


ye. A LO EVERYWHERE 


А 


Pree TWOPENCE. 


DID JACK THE RIPPER’S 
VICTIMS GET A FAIR 
PORTRAYAL? 


A well-received book by British social historian Hallie 
Rubenhold argues otherwise, including her counter 
take on the standard narrative that all five of Jack the 
Ripper’s confirmed victims were prostitutes. In The 
Five: The Untold Lives of the Women Killed by Jack 
the Ripper, Rubenhold explains that the historical re- 
cord shows that only one victim had been actively so- 
liciting as a prostitute at the time of her death. (One 
of the other women periodically solicited, and three 
of them were not prostitutes at all.) Rubenhold 
argues that this myth flourished in the first place as 
“a consequence of the misogynistic and class-based 
prejudices characteristic of the Victorian era.” Win 
ner of the Baillie Gifford Prize for Nonfiction and the 
Goodreads Choice Award for History & Biography, 
The Five dives deeply into the lives of these women, 
who “wrote ballads, ran coffeehouses, lived on coun 
try estates...breathed ink dust from printing presses, 
and escaped human traffickers.” Rubenhold’s re- 
search aimed to “give these women back their sto- 
ries.” By all accounts, she has done just that. 
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THE BURIED 
OSEBERG 
سسس‎ SHIP 
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THERE’S NOTHING like 
finding a Viking ship exactly 
where you'd expect it to be—in 
the middle of remote farmland 
in Norway. Wait, what? That’s 
right: In 1903, a complete, and 
remarkably well-preserved 
wooden Viking ship was found 
beneath an enormous burial 
mound, and we're still learning 
the secrets entombed with it. 
Sky History, a U.K. website, 


says the find is a type of Viking 
longship called a Karve, which 
measured approximately 70 
feet long by 16 feet wide, and 
would have been rowed by 

up to 30 men. The particular 
example, excavated far from 
the shore in Norwegian farm 
country, didn’t have oars or 
rowers...but it did have two 
mysterious corpses interred 
within it. National Geographic 
explains that the bodies were 
of women—one in her 70s, the 
other in her 50s—with both 
the bodies and the boat dating 
to around 834 B.C. From a 
careful analysis of the boat and 
its belongings, historians’ best 
guess is that the boat burial 
was an elaborate funeral rite 
for someone of royal stature. 
“Some believed one of the 
women could be Queen Asa, 
the grandmother of Harald I 
(AD 860-940), the first king 

of a united Norway,” accord- 
ing to National Geographic. 
Researchers can’t tell who had 


the wealth and status, but if 
one victim was a non-royal, she 
may have been sacrificed for 
the royal burial. 

The enigma is further com- 
plicated by mysterious items 
found at the burial site. The 
boat contained “a beautifully 
designed cart (the only Viking 
Age one found so far), three 
decorated sleighs, an array of 
lavish textiles, five elaborately 
carved animal heads, beds, 
and other everyday items such 
as farming tools and combs,” 
according to Sky History, as 
well as “bones from 15 horses, 
6 dogs, and 2 oxen.” Research- 
ers also found a bucket depict- 
ing two people sitting in a lotus 
position which some now call 
“the Oseberg Buddha.” Norway 
is a long, long way from the 
homeland of Buddhism, but the 
Vikings journeyed as far as the 
Black Sea and the Mediterra- 
nean, so a Buddhist influence 
isn’t out of the question. We 
may never know for sure. 
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CALIGULA’S 
SEX SHIPS 


ENORMOUS WRECKS WORTH 
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THE ROMAN EMPEROR 
Caligula was not what you'd call 
a nice guy. Rome’s third ruler 
only reigned for four years 
(from 37-41 A.D.) before getting 
himself assassinated, but he 
made quite a lasting impression 
in that short span of time. The 
mean, murderous, vengeful dic- 
tator, who may have had a men- 
tal illness, declared himself a 
$od and appointed his horse 

to office, among other stunts; 
Discover magazine’s website 
says he had a “penchant for 
sadism, hedonistic excess, and 
brutality.” And nowhere is his 
evil decadence more evident 


than with the three luxuri- 

ous sex-party ships he had 
built, floating pleasure palaces 
that allowed the emperor to 
treat his party guests to every 
degenerate act that could be 
imagined, all while being rowed 
around a picturesque lake by 
rows of slaves. 

Historians call Caligula’s sex 
ships the Nemi Ships, after the 
lake just south of Rome where 
they were discovered. Rumors 
of their existence had persisted 
for 2,000 years, spurred by 
stories of fishermen pulling 
strange Roman artifacts from 
the lake over the centuries. 
After several failed retrieval 
attempts, Benito Mussolini, 
Italy’s twentieth-century 
fascist dictator, drained the 
lake and recovered two of the 
three legendary ships. Accord- 
ing to the archaeology website 
Ancient Origins, these ships 
were 230 feet (70 meters) long 


and wildly ornate. The find 
was important, as Discover 
explains: “It was thought that 
the Romans were incapable of 
building such large vessels.” 
And the Nemi ships housed 
remarkable artifacts, including 
“vast anchors, bronze moldings 
and marble statues...along with 
ornamental oar rings and joints 
in copper and bronze. They 
found carvings and mosaics, 
even gilded copper roof tiles.” 
Unfortunately, at the end of 
World War II the Germans set 
fire to the museum that held 
the Nemi ships. “Only some 
bronzes survived,” laments 
Discover, “along with a handful 
of photographs of the colos- 
sal wrecks.” Rumors of that 
third ship persist, though, and 
while a 2017 attempt to locate 
it came up empty, some believe 
it may have been buried under 
a rockslide that only impacted 
one side of the lake. 
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Perplexing People 


found deeply haunted them. 
“All the crew members were 
frozen solid, sitting or laying 
exactly as they were when they 
were once living below deck,” 
explains Ancient Origins. Each 
crew and family member was 
there, but dead and frozen 

in place—as if the freezing 

had happened in a matter of 
seconds. The captain’s wife and 
child were “huddled together 
under blankets as if they were 
taking a quick nap.” A sailor 
nearby still held a tinderbox, 
“as if he were trying to warm 
them all before succumbing to 
the fatal temperatures.” Eeriest 
of all was the captain, whom 


IN 1761, AN IMPRESSIVE The Archaeologist explains 
TH t 0 C T AV i U S ship called the Octavius left was "seated at his desk, pen in 
London with a full crew, the hand, with the ship's logbook 
captain's wife and child, and a open on the desk in front of 
G " OST $ ы | р hold laden with goods bound him. The inkwell and other 
for China. After delivering the everyday items were still in 


cargo, Octavius’ captain made their place on the desk.” The 
Е 3 ы the fateful decision to attempt terrified whaling crew is said to 
1 to return to London via the have grabbed the logbook and 
Northwest Passage—across the fled, but in their haste, they 
Pacific ocean and up around somehow lost the inner pages of 
Alaska through northern the log, successfully retrieving 
Canada. This endeavor, which only the early and final entries. 
the HISTORY Channel calls To add further intrigue, not 
“a hazardous journey through only is there no rational expla- 
thousands of giant icebergs,” nation for how the sailors came 
was so risky that no ship had to be frozen as if in mid-action, 
ever pulled it off. The captain but there is also no historical 
may have been driven by a evidence of the Octavius’ exis- 
desire to be the first ship to do tence at all, beyond this story. 
so...but since you're reading However, there is an almost 


NORTHERN 
SEA ROUTE 


this here, you already know the identical story involving a ship 
story doesn’t end well. The ship | purportedly called the Gloriana 


ARCTIC. 
entered the Northwest Passage, that was said to have been dis- 


OCEAN 


and wasn’t heard from for the covered on November 11, 1775. 
next thirteen years. It remains unknown whether 
On October 11, 1775, the the ships were the same ship, 
Octavius was discovered by or whether either of them even 
a whaling vessel, between existed. A third option: Maybe 


Canada and Greenland. It had there’s a phantom ship full of 
made it through the Northwest the ghosts of sailors who once 


Passage, but was frozen in ice. sailed it—appearing and disap- 
5 When the crew from the whal- pearing, to be rediscovered 
жандыны / ағы ГЕ ing vessel boarded the ship and now and then Бу new vessels. 
RT. "7 went below deck, what they Spooky. 
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THE MARY CELESTE 
GHOST SHIP 


UNLIKE SOME OF the ghost- 
ship stories woven into our 
collective lore, every detail of 
the story involving the Mary 
Celeste is supported by the 
historical record. A mystery to 
this day, scholars continue to 
pursue the details in the hopes 
of understanding what exactly 
went wrong. 

According to History Hit, in 
1872 the American ship Mary 
Celeste was spotted floating 
aimlessly off the coast of Portu- 
gal. There were no signs of the 
crew on board, and the ship’s 
only lifeboat was missing. The 
obvious conclusion was that 
the crew had abandoned the 
ship. But if so, why? The cargo 


was in the hold, and the ship 
wasn’t damaged in any way—in 
fact, it remained in service for 
years after it was sailed back to 
shore. Why would an experi- 
enced captain, his wife and 
child, and his dedicated crew 
abandon a structurally sound 
vessel in the middle of the sea? 
None of the people originally 
on board were ever seen or 
heard from again. But website 
History Hit says many theories 
have taken root over the years, 
including strong accusations 
of insurance fraud, since it was 
a commercial vessel carrying 
barrels of alcohol. The nature 
of the cargo also lent itself to 
speculation: the crew may have 


feared an imminent explosion 
due to alcohol vapors, alcohol- 
related mutiny, or pernicious 
influences like “murder, 
pirates, and sea creatures.” 
Over a decade ago, Smithso- 
nian Magazine detailed the 
work of documentarian Anne 
MacGregor, who took on the 
mystery of the Mary Celeste. 
Her meticulous research led 
her to conclude the ship likely 
had faulty navigational equip- 
ment, a clogged pump, and 

a series of rough seas, which 
caused the captain to steer off 
course and erroneously believe 
sinking was imminent. Smith- 
sonian Magazine explains that 
the captain “would not have 
known how much seawater was 
in his ship’s hull, which was too 
fully packed for him to mea- 
sure visually.” 

With no trace of the crew or 
direct clues to the disappear- 
ance, our knowledge of how the 
Mary Celeste became a ghost 
ship will remain best-guess 
speculation. But the phenom- 
enon has stoked enough inter- 
est over the years to inspire 
MacGregor’s documentary, The 
True Story of the Mary Celeste, 
and also a Bela Lugosi classic 
from 1935, The Mystery of the 
Marie Celeste [sic], and a 2020 
horror movie, Haunting of the 
Mary Celeste. 


When the Mary 
Celeste was dis- 
covered, its 
wheel was turn- 
ing aimlessly— 
there was no 
crew to steer it. 


Perplexing People 


WHERE ARE 
THEY NOW? 
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THE NAMES ALEXANDER 
the Great, Cleopatra, and 
Attila the Hun are familiar 

to most people, even if we're 
spotty on some of the details. 
The fact that they still inspire 
immediate name recognition 
thousands of years after they 
walked the Earth is a testament 
to the massive impact they had 
on civilization—even if there’s 
as much legend as fact mixed 
into their stories. But how is 

it possible that these world- 
famous titans who ruled vast 
empires could leave no trace— 


how can we know everything 
about them except where their 
bodies are entombed? 


Where is Alexander the 
Great Buried? 

The Great Macedonian king 
was a larger-than-life persona 
and leader, believed by most 
(including himself) to be the 
son of the Greek god Zeus. He 
is described as “charismatic 
and ruthless, brilliant and 
power hungry, diplomatic and 
bloodthirsty” by The HISTORY 
Channel. “Alexander inspired 


such loyalty in his men they’d ? | 
follow him anywhere and, if уш 


necessary, die in the process.” 2 
\ fy у 
His men did not spend long ^ Ки. — 
| 3 қ ке 4 
in is А Jer- - ا‎ те N 
the shadow of their power ea Beet заь" 
ful leader, because Alexander Alexander “ШЫ Ф... 


the Great ® 


TT 


died at the young age of 32. His iw ie 
cause of death, along with the 
location of his body, has been 
a long-standing mystery, with 
eyewitness accounts claiming 
that his body did not begin to 
decompose for six days. 

New scholarship is shed- 
ding light on both of these 
ancient mysteries. With respect 


We 


to his cause of death, a new 
theory has emerged positing 
that Alexander died of a rare 
autoimmune disease called 
Guillain-Barré syndrome, 
which slowly paralyzed him. 
The latter would explain his 
seemingly prolonged “death” 
without decomposition in the 
final days of paralysis. 

With respect to the location 
of his body, when Alexander 
died in 323 B.C. his body was 
initially buried in Memphis, 
Egypt, but was soon moved 
to Alexandria (also in Egypt). 


“Although ancient writers... 
described the tomb, its location 
in relation to the modern city 
remains a mystery,” says The 

_ Ж Archaeologist, a site for daily 


zi l Г We ~ archaeology news. “There are 
A Е P wu records of nearly 140 officially 
br S. sanctioned excavations, but all 


ж. 


have failed.” The ancient city 
of Alexandria was plagued by 
repeated natural disasters, and 
‚ somewhere over the years his 
tomb was lost and forgotten; 
according to Live Science, it 
may even be underwater. Cur- 
rently, two dedicated archaeol- 
ogists are working to locate the 
tomb—one at a funerary 
monument in the Shiva 
$ , 9 Oasis in Egypt, and the 
other in Alexandria at the 
promising recent discovery of 
the ancient royal quarter. (See 
sidebar, page 41.) 


im 
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A depiction of 
Alexander the 
Great on his 
sickbed. 


Perplexing People 


A bust statue of 
the last queen of 


Egypt, Cleopatra. 


Where is Cleopatra Buried? 
Famed for her legendary 
charm, her relationships 
with Julius Caesar and Mark 
Antony, and the disturbing 
tale of her suicide-by-snake, 
Cleopatra’s enduring reputa- 
tion as the last Queen of Egypt 
is well-earned. The wildly 
intelligent queen “spoke as 
many as a dozen languages and 
was educated in mathemat- 
ics, philosophy, oratory and 
astronomy,” according to The 
HISTORY Channel. “Egyptian 
sources later described her as 
a ruler who elevated the ranks 
of scholars and enjoyed their 
company.” She also married 
and murdered her siblings— 
you know, the usual. 
Cleopatra’s final moments 
in 30 B.C. are well known: 
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She held her dying husband, 
Roman general Mark Antony, 
then allowed a venomous snake 
(an asp) to inflict a deadly bite 
on her. But what happened 
next? “According to ancient 
writers, she was buried with 
Antony in a mausoleum,” says 
Live Science, though there is 
no clear evidence indicating 
where that tomb might be. 
Ongoing research, bolstered by 
intensive excavations, indi- 
cates that the tomb might be in 
Taposiris Magna, a location just 
outside of Alexandria, Egypt... 
but nobody knows for sure. 


Where is Attila the Hun 
Buried? 

Attila the Hun was another 
kind of ruler altogether. Where 
Alexander the Great and 
Cleopatra are remembered 

for their charm, leadership, 
and wiles, Attila was known 
for the barbarity ruthlessness 
with which he conqurered vast 
lands. The HISTORY Channel 
points out that the leader of 
the Hunnic people, nicknamed 


the “Scourge of God,” was best 
known for his persistent extor- 
tion of, and brutal attacks on, 
the Roman Empire. 

The circumstances around 
Attila’s death are known, but 
the actual cause is not. On his 
wedding night (one of many) 
at age 58, he was discovered 
lifeless in the wedding cham- 
ber, in the arms of his weeping 
new bride. There was evidence 
of excessive alcohol consump- 
tion and a bloody nose, and it's 
generally believed that one of 
two things happened: Either 
he died due to a freak accident 
in which he passed out and 
choked to death on his own 
blood, or his new bride pulled 


off an expert assassination. 
The legend of Attila’s funeral 
tells of him being mourned and 
buried inside three caskets. 
“The innermost was made 
of gold, the second made of 
silver, and the outermost made 
of iron,” according to Live 
Science. “The gold and silver 
signified the wealth that Attila 
had gained for the Huns, while 
the iron signified the Huns’ 
military might.” One legend 
says a river was diverted, Atti- 
la’s body buried in the riverbed, 


Vivid illustra- 
tions of Attila 
the Hun, aka 

the “Scourge 
of God.” 


and the waters diverted back 
so the river would flow eter- 
nally over his grave. Whether 
or not that happened, there’s 

a general consensus that the 
men charged with burying 

his body were subsequently 
killed, taking their knowledge 
of its whereabouts to their own 
graves. It is believed that Attila 
is entombed somewhere in 
Hungary; inaccurate (or even 
hoax) findings have surfaced 
over the centuries, but the site 
has never been found. % 


ALEXANDRIA'S LOST 
ROYAL QUARTER AND 
THE MISSING TOMB 


Alexander the Great died so long ago that it was 
hard to know where to start looking. But that's all 
changing, as archaeologists have at last relocated 
Alexandria's ancient royal quarter, aka the 
Brucheum, or Greek District. The website Ancient 
Worlds says the district once housed "the luxury 
homes of Greek courtiers, millionaires, ambassa 
dors, and the highest generals in the army—all who 
had both the clout and the money to build the best 
that Alexandria could offer." The quest to locate 
and uncover this section of the ancient city in- 
cludes the hope of finding Alexander's elusive 
tomb. Devoted Greek archaeologist Calliope Lim- 
neos-Papakosta undertook a long, steady journey of 
nearly fifteen years searching in a public park be- 
fore finding clues that led her to the city's ancient 
royal quarter, located 35 feet beneath the modern 
city. "Papakosta is uncovering more and more of 
the city's ancient royal quarter," National Geo- 
graphic explains, "including a Roman road and the 
remains of a massive public building that could 
point to Alexander's tomb." Fingers crossed. 
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Secret Places 
Sunrise through 
architecture at 


Angkor Wat in 
Cambodia._ 


THE WORLD IS RICH 


with secret places— 
buried and above 
ground, lost and redis- 
covered. And since 
places reflect the people 
who built them, there 
is arguably nothing 
more mind-blowing 
than uncovering the 
amazing, improbably 
advanced engineer- 

ing and design features 
foundational to some 
of the world's most 
intriguing ancient 
hotspots. We'll take 
you to a breathtakingly 
elaborate underground 
city built to shelter tens 
of thousands of people. 
We'll visit the pyra- 
mids—no, not the ones 
you're thinking of—and 
Stonehenge-type struc- 
tures all over the world, 
to marvel together 

at ancient ruins that 
clearly show, thousands 
of years later, just how 
vast our ancestors' 
understanding of the 
world really was. And 
we'll head off on a quest 
of our own in search 

of an ancient paradise 
city lost to the sea—if it 
ever existed in the first 
place. Let's explore! 
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Secret Places 


E JE а 23 


THE “GATE 
TO HELL” OF 
HIERAPOLIS 


WHAT WAS KILLING THE: 
ANIMALS OF A ROMAN CITY? 


WHILE THERE WERE 
numerous so-called “gates 

to hell” in the ancient world, 
perhaps the most well-known 
is the plutonium at Hierapolis, 
located in modern-day Turkey. 
For those of us who only know 
plutonium as a radioactive 
element, National Geographic 
explains that in ancient Rome, 
a plutonium was just “part of a 
temple or sanctuary dedicated 
to Pluto, the Roman god of the 
underworld.” The plutonium at 
Hierapolis consists of a door- 
way made of stone that leads to 


44 ANCIENT MYSTERIES 


a small grotto. And it’s known 
as the “Gate to Hell” because, 
reportedly, animals that passed 
into the plutonium alive would 
soon be dead. 

Rome being Rome, they 
turned this morbid phe- 
nomenon into an elaborate 
ceremony staged before specta- 
tors. Castrated priests (the 
backstory is disturbing) led 
animals into the plutonium, 
helping them pass through the 
doorway into the grotto, where 
the animals would promptly 
drop dead, while the priests 
remained alive. Clearly, super- 
natural forces were working on 
behalf of Pluto, who welcomed 
this animal sacrifice...right? 


The interesting part is that 
scientists now understand 
why this happened. Here’s the 
horrible secret: “Scientists 
found deadly concentrations 
of carbon dioxide,” accord- 
ing to the website for Discover 
magazine. “The CO2 being 
emitted from the mouth of the 
gate ranged from 4 to 53 per- 
cent, with lower amounts the 
higher you get from the ground. 
Carbon dioxide was emitted 
at such dangerous levels that 
the gas would kill you within 
a minute." The animals, being 
lower to the ground where 
the concentration was higher, 
died first; the priests, likely 
still thinking that Pluto had 
something to do with it, likely 
understood that they shouldn’t 
stay long, breathe deeply, or 
crouch down. But why the CO2 
emissions in the first place? 
Live Science says it’s simply 
part of regularly occurring 
volcanic activity, and proposes 
that it’s likely the structures 
were built on top of vapor- 
seeping fault lines—possibly 
intentionally. Mystery solved. 


THE 

| HYPOGEUM 
OF HAL 
SAFLIENE 


DISCOVERED IN 1902, the 
Hypogeum of Hal Saflieni is an 
unthinkably massive subterra- 
nean chamber complex in the 
Mediterranean island country 
of Malta that seems to be about 
6,000 years old. It’s one of the 
most well-preserved prehis- 
toric sites we’ve ever discov- 
ered: Smithsonian Magazine 
describes it as “an under- 
ground network of alcoves and 
corridors...creating a temple, 
cemetery and funeral hall.” 
The caverns, passageways, and 


chambers descend far beneath 
the surface, with the deepest 
reaching 33 feet (10 meters) 
underground. 

The site is extraordinary for 
many reasons, including its 
age, its state of preservation, 
and the elaborate, intricate 
architectural and engineering 
feats used in its construction. 
The civilization that built this 


place is long gone, leaving us to 
guess at many rooms’ purposes. 


But one of the most incred- 
ible features is the extraordi- 
nary acoustic characteristics 
of a room called the Oracle 
Chamber. “A word spoken in 
the Oracle room is magnified 
a hundredfold, and is audible 
throughout the entire struc- 


ture,” explains scholar William 
Arthur Griffiths, cited on the 
website Ancient Origins. “The 
effect upon the credulous can 
be imagined when the oracle 
spoke, and the words came 
thundering forth through the 
dark and mysterious place with 
terrifying impressiveness.” 
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PADMANABHASWAMY 
TEMPLE AND THE 


SEALED VAULT 


‘A COUNTRY WONDERS; АВЕ 
JHE RICHES WORTH THE RISK? 


he 


THE ANCIENT MYSTERY at 
the Padmanabhaswamy Temple 
in southwestern India is a 
good example of the real-world 
tensions between supporting 
archaeological exploration and 
respecting religiously inspired 
beliefs. Constructed in the 

6th century, the Padmanab- 
haswamy Temple honors the 
Hindu deity Vishnu. The Tem- 
ple contains numerous vaults 


that reportedly hold treasures 
of incredible value. Following 
a legal challenge, the Supreme 
Court of India forced an open- 
ing and accounting of the 
contents of most of the vaults. 
However, one remains yet to be 
breached—Vault B. To put the 
suspected value of Vault B into 
perspective, Forbes refers to it 
as ^A One Trillion Dollar Hid- 
den Treasure Chamber." 

So, what's the hold-up? 
The Times of India explains 
that notable supernatural 
significance is attached to the 
opening of this vault. Specifi- 
cally, the physical markings on 


the doors (which are serpents), 
along with long-standing 
legends concerning previous 
attempts to penetrate the vault, 
promise doom to anyone fool- 
ish enough to try the doors. 
Vault B is in fact considered 

so dangerous that even using 
modern technology to open the 
vault, it’s believed, would yield 
catastrophic results. And so, 
just to be on the safe side, the 
doors are staying shut for now. 
As Forbes points out: “The fear 
of the unknown is very real in 
India, and even Supreme Court 
judges are not immune to its 
legend.” 
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DERINKUYU: 
THE ANCIENT 
UNDER- 

GROUND CITY 


WHERE DOES AN ENTIRE 
city £o to hide when danger 
comes calling? In the Cappa- 
docia region of Turkey, start- 
ing from about 370 B.C., locals 
had access to a very unusual 
solution: a massive, sprawling, 
underground city. While there 
is an endless list of fascinating 
facts about this human-made 


wonder carved into the region's 
volcanic rock, Derinkuyu's 
sheer size and reputed longev- 
ity may be the most impressive. 
Derinkuyu is large enough 
to keep 20,000 people alive 
underground for several 
months. According to BBC 
Travel, this tremendous 
capacity was made possible 
by a system of tunnels that 
ran an unthinkable 18 levels 
down, reaching a maximum 
depth of 280 feet (85m). The 
incredibly well-engineered 
complex boasted accessible 
clean water, circulation of fresh 
air, and more than 600 secret 
entrances. It featured tight, 
narrow entry passages meant 
to limit access to single-file 
visitors, cleverly thwarting any 


potential risk of a meaningful 
enemy ambush. 

The scope of Derinkuyu is 
all the more impressive when 
you consider it was in use from 
at least 370 B.C. all the way 
through 1923—just 100 years 
ago. (According to BBC Travel, 
the Cappadocian Greeks were 
the last to evacuate from the 
city at that time; it was effec- 
tively abandoned, only to be 
rediscovered in the 1960s.) 
But it may be much older: The 
370 B.C. date used to mark the 
city's founding is only the first 
confirmed reference to the 
city in ancient writings. Many 
people believe the underground 
city has been in existence for 
much longer, perhaps as far 
back as the 15th century B.C. 


ANCIENT MYSTERIES 47 


Secret Places 


STONEHENGE 
AND PYRAMIDS 


WHETHER WE’RE AWARE 

of it or not, there are forgot- 

ten and secret structures all 
around us that catch our atten- 
tion and urge us to reconnect 
with history. Ancient arrange- 
ments such as stone structures 
and pyramids stand as majestic 
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symbols of our past, but defy 
easy understanding of their 
construction and purpose. 
These enigmatic structures 
remain as testaments to the 
ingenuity and creativity of 
human civilizations that once 
walked the Earth—today, we 
try to unravel their stories. 


The Magic and Mystery 

of Stonehenge 

One of the most renowned 
stone structures in the world 
sits on the Salisbury Plain 

in Wiltshire, England. First 
erected some 5,000 years ago, 
historians currently believe 
Stonehenge was constructed 
over the course of six stages 
spanning the period between 
3000 B.C. and 1520 B.C., mark- 
ing the transition from the Neo- 
lithic era to the Bronze Age. 
These massive megaliths are 
arranged in a circular pattern 
with a large outer circle sur- 
rounding a smaller inner one. 


Several stones have horizontal 
slabs laid across their tops, 
with a few solitary stones scat- 
tered around. The monument’s 
enigmatic past has ignited 
the imaginations of countless 
individuals, sparking a range of 
captivating tales and intriguing 
theories. One popular legend 
claims that the mystical Stone- 
henge structure was erected by 
Merlin, the renowned sorcerer 
from Arthurian lore, who 
utilized his otherworldly abili- 
ties to transport the massive 
stones from Ireland where they 
had been assembled by giants. 
According to a different legend, 
the towering stones were 
instead erected by invading 
Danes, while another theory 
given credence by in National 
Geographic posits that they 
may actually be the remains of 
a Roman temple. 

While there is compelling 
archaeological evidence to sug- 
gest that Stonehenge was used 


as a burial ground for a portion 
of its extensive past, the gen- 
eral consensus among scholars 
is that it also fulfilled a range 
of other purposes. According 
to The HISTORY Channel, 
notable theories include func- 
tioning as a calendar site for 
ceremonial practices, serving 
as a pilgrimage destination for 
religious purposes, acting as a 
final resting place for members 
of a royal family, and a memo- 
rial designed to honor and 
forge a spiritual connection 
with ancestors who lived in 
the distant past. Recently, the 
belief that it was some sort of 
healing site has gained schol- 
arly support. 


Summoning Satan 

at Devil’s Arrows 

In the quiet English coun- 
tryside of North Yorkshire, 
beyond the bustling town of 
Boroughbridge, three colos- 
sal stones or “arrows” rise up 


from the earth. These narrow, 
phallic megaliths measure 18 
to 22 feet tall, and are regarded 
as among the tallest of their 
kind in the United Kingdom. 
But unlike several other stone 
arrangements in the Brit- 

ish countryside, the Devil’s 
Arrows don’t sit in clusters, but 
rather form a nearly straight 
alignment that runs north- 
northwest to south-southeast. 
They’re also fairly far apart; the 
end stones are positioned at 
distances of 200 and 370 feet 
from the central stone, respec- 
tively. Carved by the erosion 

of rainfall over thousands of 
years, these Bronze Age stones 
bear distinct grooves on their 
surface. (Sadly, there were 
once as many as five different 
Devil’s Arrows on the site, but 
two were taken down by trea- 
sure hunters, and omne was 
used to make a nearby bridge, 
according to the Borough- 
bridge Town Council.) 


3 


One of the tall, 
mysterious 
stones of the 
Devil's Arrows 
in England 


So who could have erected 
these megaliths? That’s still 
unclear. A local legend claims 
the devil himself is responsible: 
Enraged with the neighboring 
residents of Aldborough, he 
stood on Howe Hill and shot 
four huge stone arrows at its 
residents; luckily, they failed to 
hit their intended targets, and 
stuck upright on the ground 
to form the mysterious line 
we see today. (This legend was 
given extra power by black 
markings on the stones, seem- 
ingly scorched by Hell’s ruler 
himself.) According to another 
legend, circling the enormous 
stones counter-clockwise 12 
times will actually summon 
Satan to the surface. 
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Kushite rulers’ 
pyramids in the 
sprawing desert 
of Meroe, Sudan. 


The Sunken 
Yonaguni Monument 
Beneath the sun-kissed waters 
off the southwestern Japa- 
nese island of Yonaguni lies a 
magnificent sight to behold: a 
mesmerizing series of under- 
water pyramid-like rock forma- 
tions that some call ruins of an 
ancient lost city. While precise 
measurements of the Yonaguni 
formations have proved dif- 
ficult, at minimum, these pyra- 
mids are estimated to be 150 
feet high, if not larger; one of 
the ruin’s giant “steps” makes 
divers look tiny in comparison. 
There is still much debate 
around whether this area is 
actually natural, completely 
man-made, or a result of 
human alteration of natural 
features. The Japanese $ov- 


ernment considers the site a 


“pseudoarchaeological” natural 


formation, but the structures 
do look as if they could be 

the ruins of a long-forgotten 
society. Researchers point to 
evidence that this now sunken 
area could have once been a 
busy, sophisticated city, poten- 
tially built by Japan’s prehis- 
toric Jomon inhabitants, back 
when ocean levels were much 
lower during Earth’s last Ice 
Age. (At this time the waters 
had receded so much that a 
land bridge connected Yona- 
guni Island to Taiwan, explains 
Atlas Obscura. 

According to Masaaki 
Kimura (who has studied 
Kihachiro Aratake, the diving 
tour operator who initially 
discovered the area in 1986), 


potential evidence of various 
man-made structures include a 
colossal archway made of enor- 
mous stone blocks that seem to 
interlock flawlessly, channel- 
like roads, grand staircases, 
ancient fireplaces, a retaining 
wall, massive pairs of features 
that look like pylons leading 

to plazas, an ancient drinking 
water reservoir, even a castle 
and what could be a stadium. 
Tools have been found along 
with broken pottery and what 
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resemble carvings resembling 
Kaida script. Some believe 
that the Yonaguni site could 
be proof of the existence of a 
legendary vanished landmass 
called Lemuria, which some 
call “Japan’s Atlantis.” While 
we may not have answers yet 
as to what this magnificent 
marvel is beneath the waves, 
its recent discovery is already 
making history for a new wave 
of explorers and researchers. 


Uncovering Sudan’s 

Forgotten Pyramids 

While the word “pyramid” 
typically conjures images of 
ancient Egypt and the Sphinx, 
it’s actually Sudan, Egypt’s 
perpetually war-torn neigh- 
bor to the south, that boasts 
the world’s largest collection 

of these magnificent ancient 
structures—more than twice 
as many, in fact. Over the Nile 
River’s east bank, a cache of 
over 200 pyramids stands 
largely forgotten in present day, 
dating from 300 B.C. to 350 
A.D. The majority of them were 
constructed two millennia after 
those at Giza. While they may 


be smaller than their Egyptian 
counterparts, in many ways 
these Nubian pyramids are 
just as impressive, if not more. 
(Nubia was a region that lies 
between current-day northern 
Sudan and southern Egypt 
that was home to a succes- 
sion of powerful empires.) In 
comparison to their northern 
neighbors, Nubian pyramids 
were built with narrower bases, 
making for noticeably steeper 
angles on their sides. Adorned 
with ornate embellishments 
from the rich cultures of Phara- 
onic Egypt, Greece, and Rome, 
the pyramids are truly a sight 
to behold with rich details that 
depict the extent of their global 
connections (even if some have 
fallen into disrepair due to van- 
dalism and treasure hunters). 
Sudan boasts not one, not 
two, but three distinct extraor- 
dinary archaeological sites 
for pyramids: El Kurru, Jebel 
Barkal, and Meroe. Within 
each of these locations lie a 
plethora of temples, tombs, and 
royal burial chambers, making 
each of them a treasure trove 
of history that is still being 
explored. Within the Meroe 
pyramids in particular lie 
chapels and burial chambers 
adorned with exquisite illustra- 
tions and inscriptions carved 
in hieroglyphs and Meroitic 
script, celebrating the lives of 
the rulers who once reigned 
over the wealthy land of Meroe. 
Sudan’s Nubian civilization 
finally stopped building new 
pyramids around the 4th cen- 
tury A.D., most likely due to 
internal political turmoil and 
weakening power, widespread 
drought and famine caused by 
climate change, and the emer- 
gence of the Aksum civilization 
in modern-day Ethiopia as a 
rival in the region, according to 
Smithsonian Magazine. None- 
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HOW DID PEOPLE 
MOVE THOSE STONES? 


Was it alien visitors? Some advanced machinery 
lost to time? Nope—none of the above. But if 
you're thinking "slave labor,” you're algo incor- 
rect...for the most part, at least. While all of 


these have been considered as potential theo- 
ries, the answer appears to be less complicated 
(sadly, it doesn’t feature intergalactic (eee 


In a groundbreaking discovery, archaeologists 
stumbled upon the diary of Merer, an esteemed 
official who played a crucial role in the con- 
struction of the Great Pyramid of Giza! As the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation reported, 
the world’s oldest papyrus, dating back 4,500 
years, detailed the transportation of massive 
blocks of limestone and granite weighing up to 
16 tons over a distance of eight miles using 
technology as simple as wooden boats and a 
clever canal system. (However, using water to 
transport doesn't seem as common pss 
in some areas.) In addition to their imaginative 
use of waterways, archeologists believe sleds 
with ropes attached to wooden posts also would 
have allowed the ancients to pull these blocks 
leveraging brute force “on very steep slopes of 
20 percent or more,” based on ambe discov- 
ery from an old quarry in Egypt's Hat lub, notes 
news site Live Science. This tactic appears to 
have worked best if they wet the sandin front of 
the mechanisms used to pull their stone blocks, 
as doing so helped reduce friction and made it 
easier to operate the sleds. Regardless of meth- 
od, it appears that wherever there аге large 
stone constructions, ropes, ramps, and sleds 
were involved in some way. 


theless, the Nubian culture’s 
enduring legacy in the form of 
impressive pyramids and other 
architectural wonders contin- 
ues to captivate and inspire 
people around the world. % 


ANCIENT MYSTERIES 51 


Secret Places 


complex makes up an astound- 
ing 200 acres, with the temple 
itself reaching nearly 70 feet at 
its tallest point. The temple’s 
five different towers are meant 
to represent nearby Mount 
Меги five peaks; there's a 
moat surrounding them for 
protection and to pay respect 
to the sea. Angkor Wat was 
initially dedicated to the 
worship of the Hindu deity 
Vishnu, in accordance with the 
region’s predominant religion 
at the time. According to The 


THE ALLURE OF 
ANGKOR WAT 


THE LUSH JUNGLES of the 
Siem Reap province of Cambo- 
dia conceal an ancient temple 
complex known as Angkor Wat. 
Its name, in the region’s Khmer 
language, means “Temple 
City,” and that’s exactly what 
you can expect to find there. 
Built under the orders of 
Emperor Suryavarman II, who 
ruled over the region from 
1113 to 1150, Angkor Wat 

was constructed to serve as 

his empire’s main temple and 
political center. The entire 


HISTORY Channel, at some 
point near the end of the 12th 
century, Angkor Wat was trans- 
formed into a Buddhist temple 
and began to be cared for by 
Buddhist monks—hundreds 
called it home. 

The temple stands as a 
stunning achievement of 
architecture, adorned with 
an abundance of artistic 
treasures. Examples include 
the intricately crafted bas- 
relief sculptures that grace 
many of its walls, depicting 
tales of Cambodian history 
and mythology. Elsewhere in 
Angkor Wat, artistic represen- 
tations of everyday life provide 
scholars with valuable glimpses 
into the past. The temple holds 
significant importance as the 
center of Cambodia’s cultural 
and national identity, instilling 
a strong sense of pride among 
its people (so much so that it’s 
even featured on the nation’s 
flag). But Angkor’s artists and 
scholars left out a crucial part 
of the story—the reason why 
the city’s leaders left the serene 
temple city and relocated near 
the present-day Phnom Penh. 
The historical temple com- 
plex was never destroyed or 
truly abandoned; “Rather, it 
fell gradually into disuse and 
disrepair,” according to The 
HISTORY Channel. Today, the 
monument attracts over a mil- 
lion visitors in a typical year. 
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THE 


MAJESTIC 
CITY OF 
TEOTIHUA 


TEOTIHUACAN, meaning “the 
birthplace of the gods” or “the 
place where the gods were cre- 
ated,” was constructed entirely 
by hand more than a millen- 
nium before the Nahuatl-speak- 
ing Aztecs arrived in central 
Mexico. Teotihuacan’s origins 
date back to 400 B.C., but it 
wasn’t until approximately 300 
A.D. that the city’s most signifi- 
cant structures were finished. 
Teotihuacan’s defining char- 
acteristic is the monumental 
scale of its structures—notably, 
the awe-inspiring Temple of 
Quetzalcoatl and the Pyra- 


mids of the Sun and the Moon, 
meticulously planned and 
arranged according to both 
geometric and symbolic tenets. 
Teotihuacan was a breathtak- 
ing spectacle in its prime: “It 
was the largest city anywhere 
in the Western Hemisphere 
before the 1400s,” explains 
archeologist George Cowgill, 
likely supporting a population 
of up to 200,000 at its peak. 
According to The HIS- 
TORY Channel, Teotihuacan 
spanned eight square miles, 
with an elaborate grid layout 
that included approximately 
2,000 single-story apartment 
complexes and palaces belong- 
ing to nobles and priests (the 
latter of whom performed 
human sacrifices, according 
to evidence from the bones of 
beheaded people with their 
hands tied behind them). Also 
found in this complex was a 
sizeable amount of hidden trea- 
sure locked away in a sealed-off 
passage, including greenstone 
crocodile teeth, eye-shaped 
crystals, jaguar sculptures, 
and an underground miniature 
mountain landscape with pools 
of liquid mercury symboliz- 
ing lakes. The city’s primary 
structures are linked by the 


Avenue of the Dead, which is 
a 40-meter wide roadway that 
spans 1.5 miles (2.4 kilome- 
ters) and is oriented directly 
towards the neighboring holy 
summit of Cerro Gordo, an 
inactive voleano. 

Although it’s still an endur- 
ing mystery who the main 
architects of Teotihuacan 
were, historical evidence sug- 
gests that the city was home 
to a diverse range of cultures 
including the Maya, Mixtec, 
and Zapotec peoples. Accord- 
ing to one theory, a volcanic 
eruption may have triggered a 
mass migration of immigrants 
to the Teotihuacan valley, who 
possibly either constructed or 
strengthened the city. Regard- 
less, the Aztecs, upon encoun- 
tering the abandoned site, were 
undoubtedly in awe of its gran- 
deur, and therefore bestowed 
it with its name. The language 
spoken here is another enigma 
that has puzzled historians 
since its discovery, as is 
the explanation for why the 
residents abandoned Teotihua- 
can—one hypothesis, reported 
in National Geographic, sug- 
gests Teotihuacan’s downfall 
may have resulted from a revolt 
by opressed lower classes. 
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ANCIENT 
EGYPT'S LOST 
LABYRINTH 


‘UNCOVERING THE SECRET OF 
THE HAWARA PYRAMID. . 


E: 0 


BENEATH THE HAWARA 
Pyramid in Egypt lies a colos- 
sal structure that the ancient 
Greek historian Herodotus 
described as a temple complex; 
it contained 3,000 lavishly 
decorated rooms featuring 
hieroglyphs and paintings, 
grand columns, 12 courts, and 
twisting, interconnected pas- 
sageways. Herodotus claimed 
to have witnessed its grandeur 
first-hand, and was absolutely 
blown away by its intricate con- 
struction, stating the labyrinth 
“surpasses even the pyramids.” 
Other historical figures, includ- 
ing the Greek historians Strabo 
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and Diodorus Siculus, also gave 
their own detailed accounts of 
first-hand sightings with many 
similarities. This suggests the 
labyrinth is, undoubtedly, a 
real place hidden beneath the 
sand. But this wonder of the 


ancient world was then lost 

to history—until its apparent 
rediscovery in 2008 thanks to 
modern ground-penetrating 
radar. (Major excavations have, 
however, not yet occured, and 
research findings have yet 

to be made public.) The true 
purpose of the labyrinth is 
still unknown, but historians’ 
theories have offered various 
possibilities, including it being 
a temple, a tomb, a memo- 
rial, and a place to commune 
and discuss important mat- 
ters. Regardless of its societal 
role, why was this immense 
and awe-inspiring structure 
abandoned to the desert, never 
to be used again? Only further 
reserach will provide us with 
an answer. 
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OVER 100 PYRAMIDS, 
including the Hawara Pyra- 
mid on page 54, have been 
discovered across the sands of 
Egypt—a staggering number 
that shows their importance 
and symbolic significance to 
ancient Egyptians. Giza’s three 
famous pyramids are today 
visited by millions each year. 
The Old Kingdom era of Egypt 
left behind some impressive 
relics, such as these monu- 
mental tombs constructed over 
4,500 years ago that still stand 
today. The construction of the 
Great Pyramid, the first and 
the largest pyramid at Giza 
towering 481 feet above the pla- 
teau, was initiated by Pharaoh 


Khufu around 2550 B.C. The 
second, constructed by his 
son, Pharaoh Khafre, was built 
in 2520 B.C. This pyramid, 
while not as enormous, is quite 
astounding in another way. It 
features the Great Sphinx of 
Giza, a 240 feet long and 66 
feet high stone sculpture of a 
crouching creature sporting 
the body of a lion and head of 
a pharaoh (likely Khafre's). 

It may have also once been 
painted, as pigment residue 
has been found. The Sphinx 
was designed to be a guardian 
of the necropolis, protecting 


the tombs and temples from 
harm; it was believed to have 
religious significance, and was 
associated with the sun god 
Ra. Constructed around 2490 
B.C. by Pharaoh Menkaure, the 
third Pyramid of Giza is nota- 
bly smaller in size compared to 
the first two, but its mortuary 
temple was much more intri- 
cate in design. The pyramids, 
while impressive on their own, 
were only one component of a 
more extensive complex that 
also included temples, palaces, 
solar boat pits, and a range of 
other structures. 
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Could this be 
what Atlantis 
looked like at 
one point? For 
now, it's only 

fantasy. 


WHERE'S THE LOST 
CITY OF ATLANTIS? 


THE LOST CITY OF Atlantis 
is one of the most enduring 
mysteries of human civiliza- 
tion—a fabled place of lesend 
and wonder that has captured 
the imagination for centuries. 
But did it ever really exist? 


The Tale of Atlantis 

Plato, in 360 B.C., claimed that 
the lost civilization of Atlantis 
had existed a staggering 9,000 
years before his own era, a 
distant and mysterious time 
shrouded in myth and legend. 
According to Plato's Socratic 


dialogues, Timaeus and Critias, 
Atlantis was an incredibly 
advanced and beautiful city. 

Its layout was concentric, with 
alternating rings of water and 
land. Sparkling blue waters 
surrounded the city, along with 
intricate and ornate archi- 
tecture, towering temples, 

and majestic statues. The city 
of Atlantis even boasted the 
ability to harness the power 

of the sun using crystals. The 
inhabitants were described as a 
technologically advanced civi- 
lization with great naval power. 


The city was a utopia; or at 
least it came to be seen as one 
thanks to Ignatius Donnelly, a 
former U.S. congressman who 
in 1882 published Atlantis: 
The Antediluvian World, lean- 
ing into the view of Atlantis 
as a paradise—rather than 
the warning Plato originally 
intended it to be. 

The mythology describes the 
inhabitants of Atlantis as being 
demigods—half human and 
half $od—because Poseidon fell 
in love with a human named 
Cleito, made the sanctuary for 


her, and had demigod chil- 
dren. Gods supposedly started 
intermingling with humans, 
and the legend states that the 
demigods inhabiting Atlantis 
became greedy and unruly. As 
a result, the gods overseeing 
Atlantis punished them with 
severe earthquakes, fires, and 
floods that caused the island 
to sink. As Plato wrote: “...in a 
single day and night of mis- 
fortune, the island of Atlantis 
disappeared into the depths of 
the sea.” 


Atlantis’ Location 

Whether myth or real, the 
location of Atlantis remains 

a mystery, and there is no 
consensus among scholars and 
researchers even regarding its 
probable hypothetical location. 
The Atlantic Ocean is often 
considered a likely spot where 
the lost city of Atlantis could 
reside. Athanasius Kircher, a 
notable German Jesuit scholar 
and highly respected figure of 
his era, placed Atlantis in the 
center of the Atlantic Ocean on 
an incredibly detailed map cre- 
ated in the 1660s; this is one of 
the oldest maps with Atlantis' 
supposed location (see page 
58). Other theories suggest it 
may have been located in the 
Mediterranean Sea, near the 
Azores islands or Spain, while 
others propose that it may have 
been situated in the Caribbean. 
Some have even speculated 
that Atlantis could have been 
located in Antarctica. 

Plato depicted Atlantis in 
his literary works as an island 
exceeding the size of Libya 
and Asia combined, situated 
in the Atlantic Ocean beyond 
the “Pillars of Heracles,” a 
site which is widely believed 


Plato first sug- 
gested the exis- 
tence of Atlantis 
in 360 B.C.— 
since then, the 
world has been 
trying to deci- 
pher the claim's 
validity 
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Athanasius 
Kircher's map of 
Atlantis 


to be the Strait of Gibraltar. 
An island of that size should 
leave some indication of its 
existence, but follow Plato's 
fairly vague clues, and you'll 
come up empty-handed. “Pick 
a spot on the map, and some- 
one has said that Atlantis was 
there," explains New York 
State Museum history curator 
Charles Orser. Despite numer- 
ous efforts to locate the lost 
city, no definitive evidence 


has been found to support any 
of these theories; there have 
also been no other mentions of 
Atlantis in any of the (admit- 
tedly limited) known historical 
texts prior to Plato. 


Metaphor, Allegory, or 
Literary Device 

There has been much debate as 
to whether Atlantis was a real 
island at all—or simply just a 
figment of a fertile imagina- 
tion. While there are plenty of 
true believers out there, most 
scientists and interested par- 
ties don't consider it to have 
ever really existed. Rather, 
according to Discover maga- 
zine, the consensus seems to 
be that Plato's Atlantis story 
wasn't a typical work of his- 
torical fiction, but an intricate 
allegory that aimed to express 
his philosophical beliefs about 
the innate harm of aggressive 
imperialism. In this narrative, 
the mythical city served as a 
foil for an idealized version 

of Athens that existed cen- 
turies before Plato's time. By 
contrasting the two societies, 
Plato painted a vivid picture 
of the potential consequences 
of political corruption and 
unchecked power. To Plato, 
Atlantis was more than just 

a cautionary tale—it was a 
metaphorical representation 


of his deeply held beliefs about 
society and $overnment. 

By using the lost civilization 
as a literary device, Plato was 
able to convey his warnings of 
these dangers, and the impor- 
tance of leading with wisdom 
and virtue. ^He was deal- 
ing with a number of issues, 
themes that run throughout 
his work," explains James 
Romm, a professor of classics 
at Bard College. Even Aristotle, 
a highly respected philoso- 
pher and student of Plato, was 
not among its believers. He 
dismissed the story of Atlan- 
tis as pure fantasy, citing the 
fantastical details presented in 
Plato's dialogues as evidence of 
its fictional nature. 


Geological Incompatibility 
While the legend of Atlantis 
may be a compelling story, it's 
also not supported by the $eo- 
logical realities of the Earth's 
crust, explains archeology 
professor Ken Feder in his book 
called Encyclopedia of Dubi- 
ous Archaeology. The theory of 
plate tectonics, which explains 
how the Earth’s continents 
move over time, demonstrates 
that the existence of Atlantis 
is impossible. As the conti- 
nents have drifted apart, the 
ocean floor has spread, not 
contracted, leaving no space 
for an entire island to sink 
beneath the waves. While the 
Earth’s crust is in a constant 
state of flux with new land- 
forms emerging and old ones 
disappearing over time, the 
movement of the continents 
is gradual and slow. The idea 
that a large landmass like 
Atlantis could sink in a single 
catastrophic event is unsup- 
ported by any evidence, even 
if it’s supposedly the result of 
a brutal punishment sent by 
displeased gods. % 


ATLANTIS: 
THE LOST EMPIRE 


This Disney animated classic takes us on an excit- 
ing adventure as we follow a young linguist апа car- 
tographer named Milo Thatch, who dreams of 
following in his grandfather's footsteps and discov- 
ering the legendary lost city of Atlantis. 


Milo is given the opportunity of a lifetime when 
he is recruited by eccentric millionaire Preston В. 
Whitmore to join a team of experts on an expedi- 
tion to find Atlantis—in a high-tech submarine. The 
team includes a tough female mechanic, a wacky 
demolitions expert, a young doctor, and a seasoned 
explorer named Commander Rourke (who may or 
may not have an ulterior motive). Along the way, 
they face many challenges, including dangerous 
sea creatures, treacherous terrain, and fierce ene- 
mies—but they still manage to find the city, 
against all odds. There they meet the peaceful At- 
lantean people and learn about their advanced 
technology and rich history. 


But Disney’s Atlantis: The Lost Empire isn’t just 
a fun animated adventure—it’s also a great way to 
inspire kids’ curiosity and spark an interest in his- 
tory, archaeology, and the mysteries of the past. 
With its colorful characters, stunning visuals, and 
heart-pumping action, this movie can actually cap- 
tivate children and adults alike, making it a great 
pick for your next family movie night. 
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Cryptic Codes 


HISTORY HOLDS COUNTLESS 
secrets that remain frustratingly 
under lock and key. Many have tried 
and failed to decipher these signposts 
from long gone civilizations—the 
cryptic messages left behind by our 
ancestors who walked these grounds 
hundreds and thousands of years ago. 
In this section, we'll cover some of 
these coded secrets that have baffled 
historians for millennia. Some are 
huge, like the prehistoric Paracas 
Candelabra geoglyph carved into 

the Peruvian desert, or the awe- 
inspiring Nazca Lines you can see 

to the left—giant figures spreading 
across 200 square miles, that can 
only be fully appreciated from the 
sky. Other codes are small: Individual 
monuments, inscriptions, and manu- 
scripts containing closely $uarded, 
and sadly indecipherable writings 
and symbols, such as the Sayhuite 
Monolith, or Voynich's Manuscript, 
or Rongorongo, Easter Island's forgot- 
ten language, which remains largely 
undeciphered. Gobekli Tepe, possibly 
“the world's first temple," accord- 
ing to Smithsonian Magazine, was 
erected long before prehistoric people 
supposedly developed the use of 
metal tools; how it was done may be 
coded on its walls, but there's nobody 
left alive to interpret it. Some of 
these enduring secrets of our ancient 
ancestors have been solved, and oth- 
ers continue to elude us to this day: 
hidden in indecipherable codes and 
symbols, and perhaps destined to 
remain unsolved forever. 
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UNRAVELLING 
THE NAZCA 
LINES 


PERU’S THE PLACE to be if 
you love a good mystery; it’s 
home to the famous Nazca 
lines that span across an 
enormous area of almost 200 
square miles. Nazca lines are 
massive human-made draw- 
ings formed in the earth; 

some depict various animal 
shapes, such as a pelican (935 
feet long), a monkey (360 feet 
long), a killer whale (210 feet 
long), and a spider (150 feet 
long). They were likely made by 
removing the iron oxide-coated 
stones covering the desert’s 


surface, revealing the lighter- 
colored ground beneath. These 
geoglyphs, created with unbe- 
lievable precision to create 
incredibly straight lines over 
long distances, can really only 
be seen when soaring through 
the sky in an aircraft...which 
begs the question: How did 
their ancient creators ever 
appreciate or utilize these 
creations, and for what pur- 
pose? Scholars have studied 
the Nazca lines for decades, 
and have come up with a few 
different possible explanations, 
including ones related to a 
religious or spiritual purpose, 
astronomical observations, or 
fertility rituals. Others suggest 
that they may have been cre- 


ated for more practical reasons, 


such as serving as markers for 
underground water sources or 


as boundary lines, according to 


National Geographic. 

The Nazca lines consist 
of basic geometric patterns, 
such as rectangles, triangles, 
trapezoids, straight lines, and 
swirls. Certain swirls and zig- 
zags begin to take on recogniz- 
able forms, such as a flower, 


lizard, and dog. Some specu- 
late that alien visitors are in 
some way responsible for these 
geoglyphs, but their most likely 
creators, according to The 
HISTORY Channel, were the 
Nazca culture, which emerged 
circa 100 B.C. and thrived 
until 700 A.D. It’s possible that 
some were crafted by earlier 
cultures, such as the Chavin 
and Paracas civilizations, 
which would make them more 
than 2,000 years old. Though 
they’ve been studied for more 
than 80 years, their purpose 
ultimately remains a mystery. 
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PERPLEXING 
PARACAS 
CANDELABRA 


UPON ARRIVAL AT Peru’s 
Paracas peninsula located in 
Pisco Bay, an impressive geo- 


glyph grabs visitors’ attention. 


This enormous artwork was 


skillfully etched into the hard- 
ened soil, with carefully placed 
rocks outlining the edges of its 
imposong form. The Paracas 
Candelabra gets its name from 
its unique shape resembling, 
well, a candle holder (some also 
say it resembles a trident). This 
three-pronged figure measures 
almost 600 feet from top to bot- 
tom and is dug about two feet 
into the ground. The design has 
been roughly dated to approxi- 
mately 200 B.C., according 
to Atlas Obscura, through 
radiocarbon dating of artifacts 
found nearby (though this 
only provides an approximate 
estimate as to the age of the 
structure itself). Many believe 
the geoglyph might actually be 
much older. 

Despite being a well-known 
feature for centuries, the 


original creators and funda- 
mental purpose of the symbol 
remain a mystery. Because 

the massive image can be seen 
from as far away as 12 miles 
out at sea, it has long been 
hypothesized that the geoglyph 
was once employed as some 
sort of navigation tool. An 
alternative theory, according 
to Earthly Mission, points out 
that the design also resembles 
the hallucinogenic Jimson 
weed plant, suggesting that it 
perhaps instead holds ritual- 
istic significance. Research 
continues today, but the true 
purpose and meaning behind 
the ancient depiction could 
ultimately be beyond the grasp 
of modern understanding— 
with only the ghosts of the 
Paracas civilization knowing its 
true significance. 
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INVESTIGATING 
BOLIVIA’S 
SAJAMA LINES 


THE UNSOLVED MYSTERY OF 
ANCIENT CRISSCROSSIN 


ACROSS WESTERN Bolivia’s 
highland plains line a com- 
plex network of crisscrossing 
straight paths known as the 
Sajama lines—researchers 
have discovered thousands of 
them spanning some 8,696 
square miles. According to the 
online publication Historic 
Mysteries, these enigmatic 
lines across the Altiplano 
could date back 3,000 years, 


ha ee 


but remained unknown to 

the modern world until the 
beginning of the 20th century. 
(This makes us wonder what 
else may lie beneath our feet, 
waiting to be discovered!) From 
the ground, the Sajama lines 
simply look like areas that have 
been cleared of brush; but from 
a hill or looking down from the 
sky, the true craftsmanship 
comes into full view. These 
long lines were created through 
the act of scraping away the 
oxidized rock and soil on the 
altiplano surface, unveiling 

the lighter subsurface layers 
below. They don’t reveal any 
greater imagery, simply long, 
straight tracks created with 
almost compulsive precision, 
which must have been par- 
ticularly difficult across the 
area’s irregular topography and 
natural obstacles. 

So who exactly made these 
lines and why did they do it? 
Nobody knows, which is part 
of what makes them so fasci- 


nating. It likely took several 
generations to complete this 
marvel. The Tiwanaku culture, 
who flourished in the vicinity 
of Lake Titikaka from 300- 
1000 A.D., have been proposed 
by numerous researchers 

as possible creators of these 
lines, notes Historic Mysteries. 
The lines, particularly those 
stretching out from a central 
point, are more than just an 
intriguing enigma—they might 
hold the key to understanding 
ancient civilizations. Some 
researchers believe that these 
“radial centers” could have 
been important cultural sites 
for the Tiwanaku people, serv- 
ing as shrines, burial towers, 
or even towns, according to the 
online publication Amusing 
Planet. Theories suggest that 
these lines could have been 
used by indigenous people 

to navigate their way during 
sacred pilgrimages. But their 
exact truth is a riddle we have 
yet to solve. 
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THE 
INTRIGUING 
PICTISH 
STONES OF 
SCOTLAND 


SCATTERED ALL ACROSS 
the scenic Scottish highlands 
are attention-grabbing Pic- 
tish stones that boast ornate 
carvings depicting various 
scenes and symbols. These 
monuments vary in size, with 
the largest of them measuring 
seven feet in height. Accord- 
ing to the online publication 
History Hit, the earliest stones 


appear to have been carved 
in the 6th century. The Picts, 
renowned for constructing 
magnificent standing stones 
adorned with cryptic carvings, 
are an enigmatic group from 
Scotland’s past. (They also 
covered their bodies in tat- 
toos and blue paint, explaining 
their name, which means “the 
painted one” in Latin.) This 
group itself remains shrouded 
in mystery, as historians know 
very little about their civiliza- 
tion, and can therefore only 
theorize about the purpose of 
these stones. 

The Pictish people expressed 
their rich culture and beliefs 
through a unique system of 
symbols that were categorized 
into three distinct groups: geo- 
metric, animal, and everyday 
objects. These symbols were 
often found in pairs, and there 
are approximately 50 known 
Pictish symbols that have been 
documented to date. Their 
symbolic system is a testa- 
ment to the sophistication and 
creativity of the Pictish people, 
and provides valuable, though 
limited, insights into their 
way of life. Over 200 of these 


intricately carved slabs have 
been found across Scotland, 
and historians have proposed 
several possible purposes for 
their creation. Scholars have 
suggested they may have func- 
tioned as markers for territorial 
boundaries, as a method of 
documenting marriage agree- 
ments, or were possibly used 
to depict Pictish ranks and 
names, reports The Scotsman 
newspaper; some even seem 

to commemorate great battles. 
Although theories abound and 
the research continues, there 
is much about these mysteri- 
ous carvings that we will likely 
never learn. 


ANCIENT MYSTERIES 65 


Cryptic Codes 


THE 


SAYHUITE 
STONE'S 
MYSTERIOUS 
CARVINGS 


PERU IS HOME TO several 
puzzling secrets and curiosi- 
ties; the Sayhuite archeological 
site, a sacred Incan worship 
site, is one of the most mys- 
terious. The Sayhuite stone 
or monolith, an enigmatic 
boulder adorned with numer- 
ous intricate carvings, stands 
out as its most remarkable 
feature. More than 200 geo- 


metric and zoomorphic figures 
(primarily depicting reptiles, 
felines, serpents, and frogs), 
have been carefully carved 
into the surface of the rock. 
Taken as a group, these carv- 
ings bear a resemblance to a 
“three-dimensional relief map 
of an ancient city,” observes 
the online publication Amus- 
ing Planet. Some scholars 

and scientists believe that the 
Sayhuite stone was created as 
a miniature representation of 
the entire Incan empire, which 
thrived in South America in 
the 14th and 15th centuries. 
Other researchers instead feel 
that the Sayhuite stone was 
created to function as a work- 


ing water model to facilitate the 


design, testing, and documen- 
tation of flow characteristics 
for irrigation and other water- 
related endeavors, as well as 
serving as a tool to educate 
ancient engineers and techni- 
cians on the principles and 
techniques of their craft. But 
the true purpose and meaning 
of this boulder, as well as its 
creators, still elude inquisitive 
experts today. 


HOW THE 
ROSETTA 
STONE 
CRACKED 
AN ANCIENT 
CODE 


The Rosetta Stone, featuring a 
priestly decree about King 
Ptolemy V in 196 B.C., is a re- 
markable ancient artifact that 
has played a crucial role in de- 
ciphering one of the world’s 
most mysterious scripts: Egyp- 
tian hieroglyphs. Discovered 
by a French soldier during Na- 
poleon Bonaparte's campaign 
in Egypt, the stone contained 
a message written in three 
scripts: Ancient Greek, Demot- 
ic script, and hieroglyphs. For 
centuries, scholars puzzled 
over hieroglyphs, unable to de- 
cipher them due to the script's 
complex nature. The Rosetta 
Stone changed that. 


On September 14, 1822, 
it's rumored that French schol 
ar Jean-Francois Champollion 
burst through the doors of his 
brother's office, declaring “Је 
tiens mon affaire!" (“I’ve got 
ІШ”) before collapsing from ex- 
haustion. He'd unlocked the 
secret of the hieroglyphs. 
How? By comparing the hiero- 
glyphs to their corresponding 
names in the Greek text (the 
message on the stone was the 
same, written in three lan- 
guages). This groundbreaking 
discovery unleashed a new era 
of understanding of ancient 
Egypt, and now symbolizes the 
power of human curiosity, in- 
genuity, and perseverance. 
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BEWITCHED 
BY THE 
DEVIL'S BIBLE 


‘A MEDIEVAL MARVEL WITH A 
MYSTERIOUS MESSAGE. . 


АВКАНАУ ALD 


à Г КАНАМАҮТЄ: 
GENVITÝSAAK 
THE CODEX GIGAS, known Yoran AV TEM 
more commonly as the Devil’s e GEDVITIACOB 
Bible, is widely considered to Ta С OBAVTEM 
be the world’s largest preserved i - 2m 
medieval manuscript. At a GEDVIT IVDAM 
whopping three feet tall, with Ivpasay Tem 
a total of 620 pages scribed in GENVIT PbARE — 
Latin (310 leaves, double-sided) €TZARADET Garey Gigas— 
and bound with wooden boards HAMAR-PHARES on Devil’s 
covered in leather and ornate AV. GCDESROM 


metal fittings, this 165-pound 
13th-century artifact is truly 
awe-inspiring. The Devil's Bible 
was clearly intended to be 
perceived as a historical docu- 
ment, as it contains a range 

of historical texts such as the 
Christian Bible, an encyclo- 
pedia by St. Isidor of Seville, 
The Jewish War, The Antiqui- 
ties, and The Chronicle of the 
Czechs by Cosmas, a Bohemian 
monk. It also includes shorter 
texts on topics such as exor- 
cisms, $rammar, and medical 
works. The author is thought 
to be alone monk who lived in 


Esrom ay сей, 


Bohemia; although legend says 


he completed the entire work 
in one night thanks to a pact 
with the devil, the National 


Library of Sweden believes the 
work may have taken as long as 


20 to 30 years to finish. 
The Devil's Bible holds 
one particularly spellbinding 


feature—a single page that has 


defied comprehension, tucked 
away inside its covers. Dis- 
played across almost the entire 
page is a vivid 20-inch-high 
illustration of the Dark Lord, 
opposite a page depicting the 
Kingdom of Heaven—a very 
strange and dark addition to its 
sacred pages. There is no short- 
age of conjecture, both cred- 
ible and improbable, regarding 


how the most profane being 
imaginable found its place into 
this highly revered manuscript, 
yet any definitive explanations 
remain elusive. Adding to the 
ongoing mystery are a series 
of missing pages cut from the 
back. Unless these pages hap- 
pen to one day resurface, the 
mystery of its contents will 
remain unsolved. 
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DISCOVERED IN 1908 by 
Italian archeologist Luigi 
Pernier, the Phaistos Dise—a 
4000-year-old circle made of 
baked clay, measuring around 
16 centimeters in diameter— 
was unearthed on the Greek 
island of Crete in the Minoan 
palace of Phaistos. This puz- 
zling artifact, believed to date 
back to the Minoan Bronze 
Age in the second millen- 
nium B.C., is inscribed with 
spiralling symbols (241 or 242, 
depending on the source), 


along with around 45 specific 
signs (including dots and 
dashes) that have long puzzled 
scholars and scientists. Not 
only have the symbols been 
incredibly difficult to decipher 
for linguistic experts, but the 
language itself has been the 
subject of hot debate for over 
acentury. According to the 
Discovery Channel U.K., the 
symbols on the Phaistos Disc 
have been attributed to an 
astounding array of languages 
ranging from “the Minoan writ- 
ing system Linear A, Myce- 
naean Linear B, Anatolian and 
Egyptian Hieroglyphs, Semitic 


and even Indo-European ones.” 
Discovery notes that symbols 
on the dise appear to have been 
imprinted onto the clay, likely 
with movable components like 
metal stamps or seals, before 
being baked. This makes it an 
unusual creation, considered to 
be the earliest known example 
of movable type, a technique 
that would not be seen again 
until Gutenberg's bible in 1450. 
As to what it communicates, 
scholars have speculated the 
disc could be a poem, a prayer, 
or even a court list. Until the 
code is decrypted, the possi- 
bilities are endless. 
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THE ROHONC 
ENIGMA 


«uU» D, 


AS FAR AS ANCIENT manu- 
scripts 50, the Rohone Codex 
still baffles historians and 
scholars to this day. With over 
200 years worth of attempts 
to decipher the mysterious 
text sprawled across its 448 
pages, we're still no closer 

to discovering the language 

or writing system, its mean- 
ing, or who authored it. Even 
the origin of the manuscript 
remains unknown. The finely 
written and illustrated codex 
bears the name of the Hungar- 
ian city it was associated with, 
as it was housed there until it 
was eventually donated to the 
Hungarian Academy of Sci- 
ences in 1838 by Count Gusz- 
táv Batthyány. Beyond this, 
not much is known about the 
codex—beyond various specu- 
lation from those enticed by 
its puzzling pages. If Gusztav 
ever divulged any information 
as to how this book got into his 
possession, or any information 
about its cryptic text, it’s been 
lost to the past. 
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There are approximately 800 
different symbols used within 
the pages of the book, which 
is roughly ten times greater 
than the number of symbols in 
any known alphabet. How- 
ever, since the majority of the 
symbols are used infrequently, 
it's possible that they do not 
actually form a standard alpha- 
bet, but rather a syllabary or 
a logographic system (similar 
to Chinese characters). The 
cryptic text is also accompa- 
nied by approximately 90 pages 
of illustrations that depict 
Christian, Pagan, and Muslim 
religious, secular, and military 
scenes. The online publica- 
tion Amusing Planet suggests a 
place of origin where these reli- 
gions existed simultaneously, 
as evidenced by the presence 
of symbols such as the cross, a 
crescent, and a sun/swastika. 
There has also been some 
speculation that the codex may 
in fact be a hoax or forgery; 
but for now, the entire mystery 
remains unsolved. 


Cryptic Codes 


THE 


INDECIPHERABLE 


VOYNICH 
MANUSCRIPT 


FLIP THROUGH THE 240 
(or so) vellum-bound pages 

of the 600-year-old Voynich 
Manuscript and you'll meet 
some strange characters—the 
glyphs of a language com- 
pletely unknown to the modern 
world. That's right: No one 
alive today can understand a 
word of what's written inside, 
but too much work went into 
this fantastic piece of art for 
it to be nonsense. Alongside 
its indecipherable text, this 
medieval codex is filled with 
captivating illustrations that 


range from fanciful and imagi- 
native to downright bizarre, 
making scholars all the more 
eager to unlock its secrets. 
There are numerous naked 
(and possibly pregnant) women 
frolicking in water, flowers 
that have no similarities to 
known earthly flora, astrologi- 
cal and astronomical symbols, 
and odd creatures such as a 
species roughly resembling 
some sort of jellyfish, clusters 
of roots that imitate the shapes 
of animals and human organs, 
and other oddities like two 
detached heads with annoyed 
expressions. Some experts 
believe the manuscript is some 
sort of women’s health guide; 
scientists today are attempting 
to use AI to crack its code—so 
far without success. 


The author of this medieval 
codex, written somewhere in 
central Europe in the 15th 


century, is as mysterious as the 
writing itself. The book isn’t 
titled—it gets its name from 
the rare books dealer Wilfrid 
Voynich, who rediscovered 

the text in 1912. Before that 
rediscovery, the Voynich Manu- 
script wound a storied and 
mysterious trail, vanishing and 
reappearing at multiple times 
and places over the centuries. 
According to National Geo- 
graphic, it was once held in 

the library of the Holy Roman 
Emperor Rudolf II, made an 
appearance in a secret book 
sale organized by the Society 
of Jesus in Rome in 1903, and 
so on. It’s almost as if this little 
book has a mind of its own— 
yet another secret that we can’t 
seem to crack. 


ONGORONGO 
RIDDLE 


| ‘KING М MEANING | м 
: FIENT LYPHS 7 


DISCOVERED ON A SET of 
carved wooden tablets back 

in the 19th century on Easter 
Island—famously home to 
those mysterious, giant stone 
һеа4в--Копбогопбо is a unique 
writin$ system, and the only 
ancient writing system that’s 
ever been found in Polynesia. 
The tablets contain approxi- 
mately 120 symbols derived 
from nature, including fish, 
plants, and vegetables. But 
that’s just the beginning of 

the cipher: The Rongorongo 
script features more than 

450 variations, which can be 
further expanded upon to form 
thousands of complex, com- 
pound symbols. The wide array 
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of stylized glyphs represent 
human forms, plants and ani- 
mals, as well as more abstract 
symbols like crosses, circles, 
and chevrons. It’s difficult to 
know for sure, but historians 
estimate the tablets might have 
been created around the 13th 
century. 

The possible meanings of the 
complex language behind the 
carved glyphs have scientists, 
researchers, and cryptogra- 
phers stumped. Explorer’s 
Web reports that the mysteri- 
ous Rongorongo text is likely 
mnemonic by nature, with the 
prevailing belief being that the 


script holds significant reli- 
gious importance. The symbols 
may have been indicative of the 
Rapa Nui cultural worldview, 
which emphasized the sig- 
nificance of the natural world, 
deities, and the cosmos—but 
Rapa Nui oral history relates 
that only select elites were 
literate. Some scholars believe 
that deciphering the enigmatic 
writing of Rongorongo could 
potentially even provide insight 
into what led to the mysterious 
decline of the ancient Easter 
Island civilization—which 
could potentially solve two 
mysteries at once. 


Cryptic Codes 


THE 


ago, with estimates ranging him to an ancestor who lived 
between 60,000 to 200,000 approximately 338,000 years 
years back. But history was ago—before the era in which 
essentially rewritten in one these supposed Sumerian kings 
J single moment: when Albert would have lived and ruled over 
Perry decided to take a DNA a civilization. Discoveries like 
test. Within his DNA was a these pose the following ques- 
hidden secret in the form of a tion: Does the Sumerian King’s 
uniquely distinct Y chromo- List, along with Albert Perry’s 
some, which is absent from DNA, provide evidence of a 
the majority of the current lost human civilization? Only 
human population’s known further research will give us 
lineage. This test connected real answers. 


WELL BEFORE THE advent of 
human civilization as we know 
it, the Sumerian King’s List, a 
collection of fragmented clay 
tablets with cuneiform inscrip- 
tions, spoke of mythical kings 
akin to gods and historical 
human monarchs that actu- 
ally existed. The list, strangely 
enough, starts around 266,000 
years in the past, well before 
human civilization. This 
unusual and fascinating blend 
of ancient history and myth, 
listing the kings of Sumer and 
neighboring dynasties, pro- 
vides an interesting look at 
Ancient Mesopotamia’s colorful 
past. The list claims that “the 
kingship had descended from 
heaven,” notes the online pub- 
lication Joy of Museums, with 
many figures supposedly ruling 
for tens of thousands of years, 
showing just how revered their 
rulers were— whether mythi- 
eal or human. The closer you 
get to the end of the list, the 
easier it is to confirm which of 
these figures really existed by 
cross-referencing it with other 
existing documentation. 

Until relatively recently, 
the prevailing belief among 
scientists was that all human 
DNA could be traced back to 
a single African ancestor who 
lived tens of thousands of years REOS 
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LINEAR B: 
DECODED 


ARMEN ME LAN GUA AGE, 
TNI NALEY | 


Gli 


English archae- 
ologist Sir Arthur 
Evans lived from 
1851-1941 
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SIR ARTHUR EVANS, an Eng- 
lish archaeologist, discovered 
close to 3,000 tablets on the 
Greek island of Crete during 
the early 1900s. According to 
online resource Open Culture, 
these tablets were inscribed 

in an unknown language that 
he had never before encoun- 
tered, and his extensive efforts 
to decrypt it were ultimately 
unsuccessful. But the work 
continued after his death, and 
two modern scholars (Alice 
Kober and Michael Ventris) 

are largely to thank for our 
current understanding of the 
script that Evans called Linear 
B. Centuries before the Greek 
alphabet came into existence, 
Linear B was used as a writing 
system, and is now regarded as 
the most ancient known form 
of the Greek language, disap- 
pearing with the fall of Myce- 


naean civilization and literacy 
during the Late Bronze Age. Its 
predecessor, Linear A, has yet 
to be deciphered, with its mes- 
sage still lost to time. 

The Linear B script, dat- 
ing from around 1400 B.C. to 
1200 B.C., was derived from 
Linear A language, which was 
originally used by the Mino- 
ans and later adopted by the 
Mycenaean Greeks around 
1600 B.C. The language used 
in Linear B is a variant of the 
Mycenaean Greek dialect, and 
apparently had a specific use 
in the Mycenaean palaces; 
namely, for the purpose of eco- 
nomic administration. Without 
dedicated scholars, linguists, 


and researchers, the mean- 
ing of Linear B would remain 

a mystery, leaving us in the 
dark about the lives of ancient 
Greeks, as well as their culture 
and practices. 


Cryptic Codes 


ЕБ 


"d Pas 
* 


TAN 


EXIT 


GOBEKLI TEPE HAS been 
TH г ETE R N AL shrouded in mystery since its 
discovery. Predating Stone- 
henge, this ancient site may 
S EC N = TS 0 Б actually hold insights into 
early human society and the 
development of religion—yet 
Г 0 E с К LI TE Рр it has puzzled scientists and 
researchers for years. 


What is the Gobekli Tepe? 
Located in southeastern 
Turkey, Gobekli Tepe is a 
megalithic site of immense sig- 
nificance; it has been regarded 
as one of the most fascinating 
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and mysterious archaeological 
discoveries to date. Upon its 
official discovery and excava- 
tion in 1994, the site revealed 
a stunning display of skillfully 
etched, massive, T-shaped 
stone pillars made with laser- 
like precision. Intricate designs 
of abstract symbols, people, 
and depictions of animals like 
snakes, foxes, and gazelles 
scale the pillars. 

The site features various 
enclosures, both circular and 
rectangular, seemingly con- 
verging inwards to a central 
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point in certain areas. These 
pillars cast a towering pres- 
ence—some stand as high 

as 16 to 18 feet—with paths 
and pits surrounding them. 
The weight of these limestone 
slabs, ranging from seven to 10 
tons, adds to this remarkable 
feat of engineering under- 
taken by prehistoric people of 
the region. According to The 
Human Origin Project, Gobekli 
Tepe spans an area larger than 
12 football fields, making it 
over 50 times bigger than the 
renowned Stonehenge. Oddly 


Gobekli Tepe 
is located in 
Sanliurfa, 
Turkey 


enough, it seems to have been 
intentionally buried—perhaps 
part of the plan from the very 

beginning. 


What's the mystery? 

Gobekli Tepe, according to our 
current understanding of early 
human societies and develop- 
ment, shouldn’t exist. Dating 
indicates these structures are 
more than 11,000 years old, 
establishing them as some 

of the earliest monumental 
structures known to human- 
ity (older than Stonehenge by 


| 


Cryptic Codes 


some 6,000 years). Accord- 
ing to the BBC, archeological 
analysis shows the site pre- 
dates the invention of agricul- 
ture, indicating it was built by 
hunter-gatherers who had yet 
to develop pottery, writing, 

or metal tools, evidenced by 
the stone tools discovered and 
dated in the area. It has been 
a widely-held belief among 
scholars that only with the 
advent of farming and settled 
communities could people have 
had the resources, organiza- 
tion, and leisure time needed to 
construct temples and support 
intricate social structures. But 
it appears our understanding 
of the development of human 
civilizations and societies is 
flawed; thousands of animal 
bones belonging to wild spe- 
cies (rather than domesticated 


One of the pillar 
designs in 
Gobekli Tepe 
(right) and an 
aerial shot of the 
area (below) 
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ones) were unearthed during 
excavation, but there was a 
notable absence of evidence 
when it came to domesticated 
grains and/or plants. 

It appears that the monoliths 
were constructed through a 
massive and well-coordinated 
effort that, in a literal sense, 
formed the foundation for 
the emergence of complex 
societies. This ancient archi- 
tecture that’s now visible 
above ground, according to 
ground-penetrating radar and 
geometric surveys used to scan 
the area, is just the tip of the 
iceberg. According to Smith- 
sonian Magazine, beyond the 
one-acre excavation site are at 
least 16 additional megalithic 
rings spread across 22 acres, 
which remain buried and unex- 
plored—meanin$ that the cur- 
rent excavation area represents 
less than 5% of the entire site. 
It could take more than half a 
century before the entire area 
is unearthed. 


Do we know its purpose? 
Back in the 1960s, a survey of 
the region was conducted by 
anthropologists. But, according 
to Smithsonian Magazine, the 
broken limestone slabs found 
on the site were initially mis- 
taken for a medieval graveyard 
and summarily dismissed, 
leaving the structures buried 
below our feet for another three 
decades before the region’s 
spectacular history could be 
unearthed. Gobekli Tepe was 
massive enough to have been 

a city, but no evidence of our 
ancient ancestors permanently 
residing on the summit has yet 
been uncovered. This has led 
archeologists to believe that 
Gobekli Tepe was a sacred 
place of worship—we very 

well could be talking about the 
world’s very first temple. “This 
is the first human-built holy 


place,” says German archeolo- 
gist Klaus Schmidt, who spent 
more than a decade working on 
the site. 

Historians reached this 
conclusion not only from the 
architectural layout, carved 
ritualistic imagery, and the 
lack of evidence indicating 
permanent residency (though 
there is some evidence of hous- 
ing surrounding the temple), 
but also from what was found 
inside the Gobekli Tepe land- 
fill. The headache-inducing 
quantity of bones belonging to 
various wild species found in 
the buried rubble signify taht 
massive feasts were held here, 
which were a common activity 
in ritualistic societies. Accord- 
ing to National Geographic, 
colossal stone receptacles that 
could have contained liquid in 
excess of 40 gallons were found 
on site, perhaps used to store 
early forms of beer as a comple- 
ment to their feasts. There is a 
possibility this was treated as 
a communal gathering ground 
as well—perched atop a man- 
made summit, it commands 
an impressive panoramic view 
of the surrounding mountains 
and the southern plains. “It’s a 
landmark. It’s no accident they 


gathered there,” explains Ger- 
man Archaeological Institute 
archaeologist Jens Notroff, 
who has studied these types of 
monuments extensively. 


What did it used to look like? 
Although the area today is a 
barren brown terrain with no 
distinguishing features (as 

a result of centuries worth 

of intensive farming and 
settlement), in the days of the 
ancient builders residing there, 
the prehistoric landscape 
would have presented a stun- 
ning vista to its inhabitants. 
Picture wild herds of grazing 
gazelles, meandering rivers 
that lured in migrating geese 
and ducks, abundant fruit and 
nut trees, and fields of wild 
barley and wheat varieties like 
emmer and einkorn waving in 
the wind. Although that scene 
may sound bucolic, National 
Geographic reports that evi- 
dence has also been found of 
their love for dangling carved 
human skulls from ropes. 
Even amidst the beauty of 
nature at Gobekli Tepe, we’re 
reminded of humanity’s knack 
for peculiar rituals, adding an 
unexpected sinister touch to 
an otherwise idyllic scene. % 
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Here are some massive beasts tipping the scales at 
around seven to 10 tons, just like the heaviest pil- 
lars discovered at Gobekli Tepe: 


Whale Shark: On average, whale sharks weigh 
around nine to 10 tons—though they can weigh 
double this amount if they’re successful hunters. 
But there’s likely no need to worry. Despite their 
immense size, whale sharks feed mainly on small 
fish and plankton, and are well known for their doc- 
ile nature. 


African Elephant: The title of the largest land mam- 
mal on Earth goes to elephants, hands down. 
These majestic animals possess a massive build, 
with African elephants tipping the scales at up to 
seven tons, as much as an ancient Gobekli Tepe 
standing stone. 


T-Rex: A 1991 discovery at a fossil site in Canada 

led to researchers determining that the heftiest Ty- 
rannosaurus rex specimen ever found weighed in at 
an estimated tally of 9.8 tons, significantly heavier 
than what paleontologists had previously assumed. 


The U.S. Presidential Cadillac: Nicknamed “The 
Beast,” the official state car of the President of the 
United States actually weighs between eight and 
10 tons. It's reported that it boasts pump-action 
shotguns, rocket-propelled grenades, night vision 
gear, and tear gas canisters on board—but the real 
pound-packer is the extensive body armor on the 
car to protect its occupants. 


Regardless of which 10-ton item you use for com- 
parison, the point remains that prehistoric people, 
with limited tools at their disposal, somehow man- 
aged to lift and move an equivalent piece of stone. 
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THERE’S LITTLE MORE EXCITING 
than the prospect of finding buried 
treasure. Every time a sunken ship 
is located, or a rotting box of Viking 
coins discovered, another ancient 
chapter closes. But there are some 
treasures that have stayed stubbornly 
lost to history, and these reach out 
still to adventurous minds, infecting 
modern treasure hunters with the 
same questing bug that haunted the 
pillaging pirates of a bygone age. We'll 
cover a variety of these still-hidden 
$ems in this section, including a 
doomed 1715 Spanish treasure fleet 
that sank off the coast of Florida; the 
Copper Scroll’s promise of 160 tons 
of $old bars, coins, and silver scat- 
tered throughout 60 locations; King 
Alaric's tomb, where his body suppos- 
edly rests with 25 tons of looted gold, 
silver, precious stones, ancient arti- 
facts, and relics; and the enormous 
Great Bell of Dhammazedi, which 
has been sitting at the bottom of the 
Yangon River—somewhere—for the 
past 400 years. Some of these trea- 
sures are even said to be cursed, like 
the mysterious loot hidden beneath 
Oak Island: According to legend, 
seven men must die in their search 
for the treasure before the curse 

can be lifted and the well-protected 
riches can be uncovered. (To date, 
six men have died trying.) Treasure 
hunting is clearly not for the faint of 
heart: As great as the rewards are, 
the risks may be greater. If you think 
you're up to the task, what are you 
wasting time here for? Read on! 
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THE DEA 
SEA'S COPPER 
SCROLL 


THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS, 
a remarkable collection of 
approximately 900 1st-century 
manuscripts discovered in 

11 caves at Qumran in the 
Judaean Desert, include the 
distinct Copper Scroll among 
their extraordinary cache of 
documents. Discovered by 
an archeologist in 1952 and 
today on display at the Jor- 
dan Museum in Amman, this 
particular document is note- 


worthy for a few reasons. First 
of all, in contrast to the leather 
or papyrus materials used for 
the other Dead Sea Scrolls, 

the Copper Scroll was written 
on a unique medium made of 
copper alloyed with approxi- 
mately 1% tin. And unlike the 
others, it contained an actual 
treasure “map” within its text, 
cataloging 64 different caches 
of valuable items, including 

a total amount of gold and 
silver measured in tons, spread 
across 57 locations throughout 
the Holy Land, as noted by the 
Messianic Bible Project. 

The Copper Scroll’s script, 
style, author, language, and 
genre also diverge significantly 
from the other scrolls, accord- 
ing to the online archeological 
publication Ancient Origins, 
suggesting that it was likely 
deposited in the cave at a 
different time from the rest 
of the ancient texts; dating 
shows it likely was stored there 
sometime between 25 and 100 


A.D. While extensive treasure 
hunts have been conducted in 
search of the Copper Scroll’s 
promised riches, none yet have 
led to any exciting results. That 
means more than $3 billion of 
riches could possibly be sitting 
undiscovered somewhere in 
the Middle East (according 

to a tally by the online sci- 
ence publication Interesting 
Engineering), just waiting for a 
real-life Indiana Jones to make 
the historic find. 
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TREASURE OF 
KING ALARIC 


-THE MYSTERIO! 
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ON AUGUST 24, 410, a world- 
altering event occurred that 
would come to be known as 
the Sack of Rome. The Visigoth 
King Alaric led his loyal and 


determined army of thousands 
through the seat of European 
civilization, ransacking the 
ancient city for three consecu- 
tive days, robbing it of its silver, 
$old, and any other valuable 
possessions they could find. 
This event has been recognized 
as one of the most impactful in 
world history; for the first time 
in 800 years, the “eternal city” 
had fallen, explains historian 
Michael East, and soon Europe 
would plunge into the Dark 
Ages. Poor Alaric did not get a 
chance to properly enjoy his 
winnings, as he died only a few 
months later from what we now 
believe to have been malaria. 
His people deeply respected 
Alaric, and upon his death bur- 
ied him in a secret tomb under 
the bed of the Busento River. 
According to legend, the river's 
water was diverted by slaves; 


they then dug his grave, and his 
people buried him there alon$ 
with his treasure. They then 
removed the dam, allowing 
water to rush back in, coverin$ 
King Alaric's grave for good. To 
ensure that none of the slaves 
divulged the secret location of 
his tomb or treasure, each of 
them were executed. Through- 
out history, there have been 
scores of treasure seekers 
hoping to find Alaric’s final 
resting place, with no suc- 
cess. Adolf Hitler and Heinrich 
Himmler supposedly used Nazi 
resources to try to locate the 
treasure, according to Ancient 
Origins, along with adventurer 
and author Alexandre Dumas, 
who is known for novels such 
as The Count of Monte Cristo 
and The Three Musketeers. 
But the treasure’s true location 
may never be known. 
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A later imperial 
green jade seal 
from the Qian- 
long period of 
the Qing Dynasty 


THE HEIRLOOM 
SEAL OF 
THE REALM 


AN ANCIENT SYMBOL .. : 
OF CHINESE POWER, * 
LOST TO TIME: = 


THE HEIRLOOM SEAL of the 
Realm, created in 221 B.C. for 
China’s first emperor, Qin Shi 
Huang, was a precious seal or 
stamp made out of jade. (Seals 
held great importance as they 


provided rulers with power 
and authority, serving as a 
way to prove authenticity for 
documentation.) Legend has 
it that a man named Bian He 
originally found the jade stone 
that was used to carve the 
Heirloom Seal of the Realm on 
Mount Chu, but lost both of his 
feet after the rulers of Chu at 
first did not believe it was high 
quality when he presented it to 
them. (They thought they had 
been handed a simple rock, 
and didn’t bother to polish it.) 
After China’s most renowned 
seal was carved, it was handed 
down from one emperor to 
another, and was held in high 
regard among China’s succes- 
sive empires. 

But the trail of the jade seal 
eventually went cold during the 


tumultuous period of the Five 
Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms 
(907 to 960 A.D.). Speculation 
circulated as to what may have 
happened to it, including that 
it may have been destroyed in 
the fire that Tang emperor Li 
Chu set to kill himself and his 
family, notes Historic Myster- 
ies. (This is unlikely, since jade 
doesn’t melt or break apart 
from heat.) The records are 
extremely sparse the closer 
we get to modern day, and 
there has been no trace of this 
ancient relic for many years. 
Despite its long absence, the 
seal continues to captivate 
historians and enthusiasts who 
hope for its eventual rediscov- 
ery, emphasizing the incred- 
ible significance it holds for 
Chinese history. 
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THE MISSING 
FABERGE EGGS 


PETER CARL FABERGE has 
cemented his name in history 
as one of the most exceptional 
and renowned jewelers of all 
time, thanks to his breathtak- 
ing creations known as Fabergé 
eggs. These intricate ovals, 
with surprise compartments 
inside concealing unique 
trinkets (often replicating 
meaningful objects), were made 
from multi-colored gold, silver, 
and platinum, featured finely 
engraved patterns, and adorned 
with precious gems and dia- 
monds. But their exceptional 
value came not necessarily 
from the materials themselves, 
but the fact that each one was 
a one-of-a-kind invention with 
extraordinary craftsmanship. 
Fabergé only created a total 
of 69 eggs, of which 52 were 
commissioned Imperial eggs 
that were sold to the Russian 


royal family to be given as 
Easter gifts from the Tsars to 
their beloved wives. In 1885, 
Tsar Alexander III gifted the 
first ever Fabergé e$$ to his 
wife, and in 1917, the final 

egg was presented by his son, 
Nicholas II. The tradition then 
came to a screeching halt due 
to the Russian Revolution, 
which resulted in the fall of the 
Russian Empire and the execu- 
tion of the last Tsar, Nicholas 
II, and his family. Despite the 
meticulous documentation and 
careful protection of the 52 
Imperial eggs, the whereabouts 
of only 46 of these precious 
artifacts have been verified, 
notes Historic Mysteries. That 
leaves six that were suppos- 
edly either destroyed, stolen, 
or lost. However, information 
varies from source to source, so 
the actual number of missing 


Fabergé eggs could be as high 
as seven or eight. The mystery 
of these lost Fabergé eggs lives 
on—continuing to inspire the 
ongoing adventures of treasure 
hunters worldwide. 
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WHO BURNED 
DOWN THE GREAT 
LIBRARY OF 
ALEXANDRIA? 


THE ULTIMATE TREASURE TROVE ОҒ. 
ANCIENT KNOWLEDGE МЕТ A TRAGIC 
“AND. MYSTERIOUS END 
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THE ANCIENT WORLD was 
home to some of the most mag- 
nificent libraries and centers 
of learning ever built by man, 
including such acclaimed won- 
ders as the influential House of 
Wisdom, the illustrious Golden 
Library of Ivan the Great, and 
of course the iconic Library of 
Alexandria. These monumental 
institutions not only housed 
vast collections of knowledge, 
they also served as inspira- 
tional beacons for scholars, 
fostering intellectual develop- 
ment throughout history—but 
sadly, they also each ultimately 
met a tragic end. 


The Ancients’ 

“Universal Library” 

In the ancient world, there was 
no greater center of knowledge 
than the Library of Alexandria, 
located in Egypt’s beautiful 
port city. Alexander the Great 
founded the city around 331 
B.C.—after his death in 323 
B.C., his empire was left to 
Ptolemy I Soter, a Macedo- 
nian general. Demetrius of 
Phalerum, an exiled Athenian 
governor, scholar, and orator, 
is believed to have convinced 
Ptolemy I Soter to establish 
the Library of Alexandria 
around 295 B.C. The library’s 


goal was to collect all the 
wisdom and knowledge of the 
world in one place to create a 
“universal library,” and it did 
so with remarkable success. 
Messengers were specifically 
dispatched to the edges of the 
known world to return with 
any and every text they could 
find, either the original or a 
copied version, to add to the 
growing collection of great 
works of the library. 

The Library of Alexandria 
was the largest in the world, 
with an estimated 200,000 to 
700,000 scrolls. These works 
came from Assyria, Greece, 
India, Persia, Egypt, as well 
as other countries, covering 
everything from astronomy and 
mathematics to philosophy and 
literature. Prominent histori- 
cal authors we still read today, 
such as Aristotle, Homer, Plato, 
Socrates, and Herodotus, had 
their manuscripts housed here. 
It was truly an epic collec- 
tion, but the library wasn't 
just a beautiful building for 
documents—it was a beacon 
of intellectual progress and 
inspiration. The finest minds 
of the ancient world, including 
scientists, mathematicians, and 
poets, flocked to Alexandria 
from all corners to study, con- 
duct research, and exchange 
ideas and knowledge. 


A depiction of 
the Library of 
Alexandria’s 

interior space 


ANCIENT MYSTERIES 85 


Lost Treasures 


The Fall of the 
Library of Alexandria 
Sadly, this incredible center 
of learning and true marvel 
of human achievement met a 
tragic fate that would become 
the stuff of legend for centuries 
to come. It’s impossible to over- 
state the magnitude of its loss 
to humanity, which resulted in 
significant gaps in our knowl- 
edge when it comes to ancient 
history. What makes the loss 
of the Library of Alexandria 
so tragic is not only the sheer 
number of works that were 
destroyed, but also the signifi- 
cance of the knowledge they 
contained. Many of the works 
that were lost represented 
the only preserved accounts 
of groundbreaking discover- 
ies and ideas that would have 
shaped the course of human 
history...had they survived. 
The cause of its destruc- 
tion is ultimately a mystery, 
but there are several theories, 
some more likely than oth- 
ers. The primary one is that 
none other than the illustri- 
ous Julius Caesar burned the 
library down—accidentally, 
according to some accounts, 
but others claim on purpose. 
In 48 B.C., Julius Caesar was 
drawn into a heated conflict in 
Egypt between Cleopatra and 
her brother Ptolemy XIII. As 
Caesar rallied to Cleopatra’s 


cause, he found himself under 
siege by Ptolemy’s forces both 
on land and water within the 
harbor. With his back against 
the wall and knowing his odds 
of success were slim, Caesar 
devised a daring and extreme 
plan, setting his own ships 
ablaze. The resulting chaos 
turned the tide of the battle 
in Caesar’s favor, securing his 
ultimate victory. But the Greek 
biographer Plutarch, upon 
visiting Alexandria, wrote that 
“Caesar was forced to repel 
the danger by using fire, which 
spread from the dockyards and 
destroyed the Great Library.” 
Whether this fire destroyed 
or only damaged part of the 
library is still debated. 
Another theory is that 
the library fell victim to the 
Arab conquest of Egypt in the 
7th century, detailed in the 
biography of Yahya al-Nahwi, 
an Alexandrian philologist, 
written by Egyptian scholar 
Al-Qifti. The orders allegedly 
came from Caliph Omar after 
they had taken over the city, to 
use the manuscripts to “feed 
the numerous furnaces which 
heated the baths of the city.” 


But many sources claim that 
the great library was already 
gone, or at least greatly dimin- 
ished, by the time of the Arab 
conquest—so this theory may 
not hold water. Some even 
claim that the Library of Alex- 
andria never existed due to the 
lack of remnants found—an 
implausible idea given all the 
contemporary accounts of the 
place, but one that may some- 
how be easier to believe than 
the intentional destruction of 
thousands of precious works we 
can never get back. 


OTHER ANCIENT CENTERS 
OF LEARNING LOST: 


The House of Wisdom 
Around the 8th century, dur- 
ing the Islamic Golden Age, 
a library known as the House 
of Wisdom was established 
by Caliph Harun al-Rashid. 
He began the collection by 
gathering various books and 
manuscripts (along with other 
objects) from his father and 
grandfather. From there, the 
assembled works seemed to 
multiply exponentially. The 
library held a vast collection 
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of translated manuscripts 

and books covering diverse 
philosophical, medical, and 
astronomical subjects that 
were considered crucial for the 
community, evolving into one 
of the most significant hubs of 
medieval wisdom. This wonder 
of ancient Baghdad was report- 
edly so large that an extension 
had to be built by his son, 
al-Ma’mun. 

Various specialists worked 
in the House of Wisdom, 
including scribes, researchers, 
scholars, translators, scientists, 
and authors. The library was 
reported to be exceptionally 
well-organized, featuring dedi- 
cated rooms for transcribers, 
bookbinders, librarians, and 
even an astronomical observa- 
tory. But nothing great lasts 
forever. In 1258, Mongol invad- 
ers devastated the institution, 
slaughtering the Caliph’s court 
and nearly his entire family, 
as well as killing the scholars 
and tossing all the books into 
the Tigris River. Legend has 
it that the river ran black and 
red for several days from all the 
ink and blood spilled from the 
destroyed books and slaugh- 
tered scholars. 


The Golden Library 

The 16th century saw the 
establishment of a library by 
Russian ruler Ivan III, also 
known as Ivan the Great. 
Reportedly, the library housed 
literary works in Greek, Latin, 
and Egyptian obtained from 
both Constantinople and 
Alexandria, along with Chinese 
texts and other written records. 
This Russian repository would 
eventually be passed down 

to Ivan’s grandson, Ivan the 
Terrible (Ivan IV Vasilyevich), 
who may have expanded its 
collection; documentation 
from his own era was report- 
edly also housed there, but the 
exact number of books it held 
is unknown. It would come to 
be widely known as the Golden 
Library; another name for it is 
the Lost Library of the Moscow 
Tsars, as it is said to have some- 
how disappeared into thin air. 
Rumors circulated that before 
Ivan the Terrible’s death, the 
library’s contents were buried 
or hidden in a secret under- 
ground vault. Many people have 
searched for these precious lost 
works, but if any discoveries 
have been made, they remain 
unreported. Ж 


GREAT WORKS 
LOST TO TIME 


There are some books so legendary that we know 
they existed, even though they have since disap- 
peared. Tragically, no human will ever again be 
able to read these great texts of the ancient 
world. Whether they. simply vanished or were de- 
stroyed, all we have is scattered evidence of their 
existence with no copies to speak of. 


The Maya Codices: During the mid-sixteenth cen- 
tury, Franciscan missionaries attempted to wipe 
out the Maya religion by setting fire to most of 
their written records. As a result, only three or 
four Maya codices have survived to this day. 


Homer’s Margites: Considered to be the “first in- 
fluential comedy,” his poem was written in about 
700 B.C.; all that remains are fragments and the 
decripstions of others like Aristotle and Plato. 


“He knew many things, but all badly,” Plato 
wrote about the character Margites. 


On Sphere-Making: Archimedes, supposed cre- 
ator of the Antikythera mechanism, had suppos- 
edly written a book titled On Sphere-Making, 
outlining his advanced formulas, theories, and 
designs (which are rumored to include blueprints 
for the machine). Sadly, this title was lost in 212 
B.C. during the Punic Wars. 
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THE LOST 
LLANGANATES 
TREASURE 


A bounty of gold 
and treasure is 
said to be hidden 
in the Llanga- 
nates mountains 
of Ecuador 


THE 16TH-CENTURY legend 
of the lost Inca gold, shrouded 
in a veil of death and greed, 
says the hoard was hidden deep 
within the remote Llanga- 
nates mountains of central 


Ecuador—-situated between 
the Andes and the Amazon. 

It is rumored that somewhere 
within these unforgiving 
mountains lies a magnificent 
Inca treasure that the Spanish 
conquistadors never discov- 
ered. According to National 
Geographic, the legend tells 
of half-brothers Atahualpa (an 
Incan King) and Huáscar, who 
sparred over control of the 
Inca Empire. Atahualpa was 
captured by Spanish com- 
mander Francisco Pizarro, 
who promised he'd be released 
in exchange for a roomful of 
$old and another of silver. But 
Pizarro went back on his word 
and had Atahualpa strangled 
before the largest portion of the 
ransom had been fully paid. 
The bulk of the treasure, on its 


way under the care of Atahual- 
pas half-brother, was instead 
carefully hidden away in a 
remote mountain cave that was 
never revealed. 

Fifty years later, the treasure 
appears to have resurfaced, 
making Spaniard Jose Valverde 
rich through his Incan spouse's 
guidance to the gold. Before 
his passing, he left written 
instructions for how to locate 
the treasure, known as the 
Derrotero de Valverde, notes 
National Geographic, along 
with an alleged map made by 
Atanasio Guzman. According 
to his writings, Nova Scotian 
treasure hunter Barth Blake 
was the final person we know 
to discover the gold, in 1886. 

In a letter, he wrote: “There 
are thousands of gold and silver 
pieces of Inca and pre-Inca 
handicraft, the most beauti- 

ful goldsmith works you are 
not able to imagine...I could 
not remove it alone, nor could 
thousands of men.” But his 
companion on the journey, 
Lieutenant George Edwin 
Chapman, died on their way 
out, and Blake also died myste- 
riously on a ship returning to 
Ecuador to collect the treasure. 
Thanks to the area’s rugged 
terrain and rough weather, the 
lost treasure of the Llanganates 
hasn’t been seen since. 
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ТНЕ СКЕАТ 
BELL OF 
DHAMMAZEDI 


HOW A PORTUGUESE WAR- 
LORD CLUMS| 1057 THE 
MADE 


"LARGEST BELL EVER 


LEGEND HAS IT that the 
largest bell ever crafted sits 
forgotten, underwater, where 
Myanmar’s Bago and Yangon 
rivers intersect. In the late 15th 
century, King Dhammazedi, 
once a Buddhist monk, ordered 
the creation of the Great Bell of 
Dhammazedi. Made of bronze 
(along with copper, gold, and 
silver) and weighing nearly 

300 tons, the bell was meant to 
proudly grace the Shwedagon 
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orshipers at 
the Shwedagon 
Pagoda in Yan- 
gon, Myanmar 


Pagoda, considered to be Myan- 
mar’s most sacred Buddhist 
site according to BBC News. 
And it did—at least until 1608, 
when Felipe de Brito e Nicote, 
a Portuguese warlord who was 
conquering the region, planned 
a heist to take the sacred bell 
for himself; he intended to melt 
it down and use its materials to 
make cannons for his ship. 
Unfortunately, de Brito made 
some serious miscalculations 
in his quest. After his men 
rolled it down the hill, they 
strapped the enormous bell to 
a raft to cross the Pazundaung 
Creek to reach Syriam (now 
Thanlyin). Although the raft 
survived the first leg of the 


journey, after it was lashed to 
the side of de Brito’s ship, it 
proved too unstable to sup- 
port the weight of the massive 
Dhammazedi bell—it sank, 
along with the precious cargo 
and de Brito’s ship. (After Bur- 
mese forces under King Anauk- 
petlun recaptured the area in 
September 1613, de Brito for 
his trouble was executed by 
being impaled on a wooden 
stake.) Many attempts have 
been made in recent decades to 
locate and retrieve the bell, but 
due to strong river currents, 
deep mud on the river bottom, 
other shipwrecks, and ongoing 
political unrest in Myanmar, 
there has been no progress. 


Lost Treasures 
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THE LEGEND OF THE Span- 
ish ship Esperanza is one of 
the most famous tales of lost 
treasure in the world. Heavy 
with gold and silver bullion 
plundered from Incan temples, 
the ship and its crew of pirates 
reportedly set sail from Peru’s 
Callao Harbor on New Years 
Day, 1816, according to legend. 
Unfortunately, the Esperanza 
became caught in a vicious 
storm, breaking its mast and 
springing a severe leak. To 
compound their misfortune, 
the Esperanza was later 
attacked by pirates, lead- 

ing to a fierce sea battle that 
culminated in the Esperanza’s 
defeat—the surviving crew was 
then taken aboard the pirates’ 
ship, along with their treasure. 
After spending 43 days navigat- 
ing the treacherous seas, the 
sailors’ endurance was further 
tested when a vicious gale 

hit the pirate ship and ran it 
aground on a reef—the crew 
was barely able to make it to 

a nearby small, ring-shaped 
island now known as Palmyra 
Atoll. They reportedly trans- 
ported the treasure to land, 


buried it below the sand, and 
got to work building a new ship. 
Ten out of the 90 survivors 
decided to remain behind, 
while the rest set sail—each 
bringing a small portion of the 
loot with them. 

To this day their fate 
remains unknown, as the ship 
and its crew vanished without 
a trace. The survivors waited 
a full year for rescue before 
constructing a second ship, but 
again, fate intervened and left 
behind only one lone survivor, 
James Hines. Bed-ridden for 30 
days, Hines wrote his tale of 1.5 
million Spanish gold pesos and 
an equal amount of silver as 
he died. According to reports, 
the Esperanza was wrecked in 
the heart of a three-mile-reef, 
with “hillocks of land” one mile 
east. It’s believed the near- 
est islets accessible from the 
western edge would have been 
Paradise and Home Island. But 
to this day, the treasure has 
never been found, forcing the 
question: Was the Esperanza 
ever even real? If so, its trea- 
sure likely remains buried in 
the Palmyra sand. 


90 ANCIENT MYSTERIES 


THE SUNKEN 
1715 TREASURE 


FROM A RAGING HURRICANE - 


TO-UNDERWATER RICHES 


LIKE SOMETHING OUT of 
a storybook, the tale of the 
sunken 1715 Treasure Fleet— 
comprised of 11 Spanish ships 
transporting large quantities of 
gold, silver, and other precious 
artifacts and jewelry from 
Havana, Cuba to Spain—is 
packed with adventure. On 
July 31, 1715, the Spanish 
fleet found itself at the mercy 
of a raging hurricane off the 
treacherous Florida coast. The 
vessels were tossed around like 
toys by the relentless winds 
and waves; each one 
~ of them ultimately 
> sank beneath the 
water, taking more 
than 1,000 lives and 
~~ millions of dollars 
~~ worth of precious 
cargo down with 
them, according to 
The Guardian. While 


x 


the Spanish (and likely pirates) 
were able to salvage a small 
portion of the treasure, the vast 
majority remained undisturbed 
beneath the ocean's surface for 
over two centuries. 

But modern-day treasure 
hunters have had better luck 
in their quests for the fleet's 
sunken riches. Treasure 
hunter Kip Wagner's finds were 
enough to anchor a National 
Geographic article and exhibit 
in 1965. One particular ship in 
the fleet, the Urca de Lima, in 
1987 became the first wreck 
included in the Florida Under- 
water Archaeological Pre- 
serves. Then Eric Schmitt and 
his family literally struck gold 


in 2015 while working for 1715 
Fleet-Queens Jewels, a Florida- 
based salvage company that 
had been granted the exclusive 
rights to explore the wrecks of 
the 1715 Treasure Fleet. Their 
discovery was no small feat; 

at a site off Vero Beach known 
as the Corrigans wreck, they 
uncovered $4.5 million worth 
of treasure, including 51 gold 
coins, 40 feet of gold chain, and 
a single coin so valuable that 

it was named the Tricenten- 
nial Royal, created specifically 
for King Phillip V of Spain and 
alone worth approximately 
$500,000. And many experts 
believe these finds are just 
scratching the surface. 


ANCIENT MYSTERIES 91 


Lost Treasures 


THE CURSE 
OAKISLAN 


Oak Island is 
located on the 
southeastern 
shore of Nova 
Scotia—only 
about an hour 
drive from 
Halifax. 
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BOOBY TRAPS. Scattered 
ancient artifacts. A promised 
pit of buried treasure. Multiple 
deaths. And...Shakespeare and 
the Knights Templar? Nova 
Scotia’s tiny Oak Island has a 
colorful past that features fasci- 
nating historical connections... 
and a promise of untold wealth 
that's kept treasure hunters 
digging it up for centuries. 


Oak Island: The Origin Story 
The legend behind how the 
island's treasure found its way 
there—if it ever existed at 
all—begins with a 17th century 
conspiracy to dethrone the 
British monarch. According 

to Hammerson Peters, history 


buff and author of three books 
on Oak Island, King James II, a 
Catholic, was deeply unpopular 
among the majority Protestant 
populace upon his ascension 
to the throne in 1685. Various 
aristocrats and political leaders 
sought his overthrow, and one 
adversary went all the way to 
Holland and persuaded Prot- 
estant King William III of the 
Netherlands to unite with the 
English and depose James П. 
But that meant war, and wars 
require funding, which King 
William Ш sadly lacked. 

This is where William Phips 


comes into the story. Phips was 
a prosperous explorer whose 
expeditions were financed 

by the English. During one 
such voyage, he and his team 
had stumbled upon a Spanish 
shipwreck holding a fortune 
(reportedly worth roughly $4 
million today). On his return to 
England, Phips was convinced 
by dissident Protestants to lead 
an even larger team back to the 
same treasure site, intending 
to collect more treasure to sup- 
port that planned invasion of 
England. Following the second 
looting of the wrecked ship, the 


crew returned to the Nether- 
lands with enough silver coins 
to finance the invasion that 
successfully overthrew King 
James II in 1688. According 

to legend, Phips and his crew 
then buried the remaining 
treasure on Oak Island to keep 
it safe. The pit they dug—now 
famously known as the “money 
pit” is where this treasure sup- 
posedly still resides. 


The Money Pit 

As Phips’ men dug this pit, so 
the story goes, an underground 
cavern collapsed, causing the 


William Phips’ 

crew discovered 
a rich treasure in 
a Spanish wreck. 


King James 1! 
was disliked by 
many of those he 
ruled over. 


King William Ill 
of the Nether- 
lands financed 
James' overthrow 
with part of the 
treasure; the rest 
would end up on 
Oak Island. 


ANCIENT MYSTERIES 93 


Lost Treasures 


Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, with 
the pipe, among 
others at Oak 
Island. 


pit to flood and leaving the 
treasure inaccessible. Phips 
reportedly sealed the Money 
Pit and reported the issue to 
England. But despite the efforts 
of several “secret engineering 
squads” on the island, the trea- 
sure couldn't be retrieved. By 
the 1750s, the British Crown 
resorted to booby-trapping the 
island with shafts and flood 
tunnels, which are report- 
edly still being identified by 
modern-day explorers. 

In 1795, three young boys 
supposedly stumbled upon 
a curious depression in the 
ground on Oak Island. They 
decided to dig, coming across 
first a number of buried logs, 
indicating some sort of support 
structure, and then a size- 
able stone (which has since 
gone missing) adorned with 
strange coded symbols. Once 
deciphered, it reportedly read 
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“Forty feet below, two million 
pounds lie buried.” (See map, 
right.) Unless the code was 
referring to two million pounds 
of mud, this treasure has yet to 
be found, leading many to won- 
der if it ever really existed...or 
if we're playing a generational 
game of broken telephone. 

A different origin story 
speculates that the hidden 
treasure on Oak Island origi- 
nally belonged to Captain Wil- 
liam Kidd, a Scottish privateer 
and pirate from the 1690s who 
allegedly buried a massive 
treasure worth millions during 
one of his voyages. Still other 
stories say it isn’t just gold and 
silver buried here—the money 
pit also contains one or more of 
the following: (1) Shakespeare's 
original manuscripts, (2) the 
Holy Grail, (3) the Ark of the 
Covenant, (4) a Viking ship, 

(5) Marie Antoinette’s jewels, 
(6) the treasure of the Freema- 
son society, and (7) treasure 
secretly carried to the island 
by the Knights Templar. 


The Island’s Curse 

Legend has it that Oak Island 
is ruled by a prophecy, which 
states that seven people must 
die before the island gives 

up its treasures. To this day, 
the death tally sits at six, as 
a result of various accidents 


that have occurred over the 
two centuries plus of this 
enduring mystery. There were 
whispers of the death of a sev- 
enth individual in 2014: Matt 
Chisholm, the former producer 
of The Curse of Oak Island 

TV series. The story goes that 
after receiving a tip about an 
old Masonic map of Oak Island, 
Chisholm allegedly vanished a 
few hours later, adding to the 
island’s chilling trail of vic- 
tims claimed in the quest for 
its treasure. But it’s unknown 
whether this seventh death is 

a fact or mere speculation. The 
reality may be more prosaic: 
Chisholm could be alive and 
well, just retired from the mad- 
treasure-hunt game. 

Oak island seems to have 
real historic importance, and 
several artifacts have been 
uncovered there. (See the side- 
bar, right.) But the bounty of 
treasure allegedly buried deep 
in the money pit remains a big, 
conspicuous question mark. 
Despite hundreds of years of 
non-stop digging involving an 
endless series of backers and 
heavy equipment, no such 
treasure has ever been found 
by hopeful treasure seekers 
pursuing wealth, fame, and 
their own piece of history. But 
that doesn’t mean it isn’t down 
there somewhere. % 
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DISCOVERIES MADE 
ON OAK ISLAND 


The HISTORY Channel's reality TV show The 
Curse of Oak Island chronicles the adventures of 
brothers Rick and Marty Lagina, along with a 
team of experts and researchers, in their quest to 
uncover the treasure and solve the mystery of Oak 
Island. The Lagina brothers and their team have 
invested millions of dollars in the pursuit, and 
each episode shows their latest findings and the 
obstacles they face. So far, the team has found 
several intriguing items on the island. 


Coins: 


(1) Several 17th century coins 
including a Spanish Marave- 
dis copper coin engraved 
with the number "8" 

(2 A Knights Templar coin 
featuring a cross 

(3) A few 18th century coins 

(4) Two 17th century King 
Charles ІІ Britannia coins 


Miscellaneous: 


(1) Several brooches, including 
one with a hand-cut rhodolite 
garnet set in silver dated to 


sometime during the 1500s- 
1600s 

A decorative keyhole plate 
The top portion of a Roman 
javelin possibly from around 
the 1st century B.C. to 6th 
century A.D. 


1 Bridge to mainland 
built in the 1960s 


2 Tombstone marker 
showing Oak Island's 
six dead (so far) 


3 Deep swamp 
reportedly big enough 
to hold a sunken 
pirate ship 


4 Large boulders 
near the island's 
original house that 
form a perfect cross 


5 The site of the 
deep-bore hole (the 
Money Pit) where 
treasure may lie 


6 А stone formation, 
pointing north, possibly 
assembled by pirates 


7 Old log-dam that 
may drain seawater 
into the money pit 


8 Strange oak trees 
reportedly not native to 
this part of the world 


A French military cap 
badge (typically found 
on a 1700s French 
grenadier's hat) 

A 1730 silver ring and 
a copper ring 
Hand-painted pottery 
fragments 

A 17th century 
military button 

A 13th century small 
lead cross 

A name tag possibly 
belonging to Samuel Ball, 
an escaped slave born 
in 1764 or 1765 


(10) A hinge that could be 


from a treasure chest 
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